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FADE | N:

RRREEEEEE. . . EEEEE. . . EEE

Soaring through scattered clouds in a view through a radio-
control |l ed nodel airplane camera. Text in the video frane:

OCT- 12- 2006 - Autononous Drone - TEST 42.

Franme tilts down to show a white tent on a..

EXT. MODEL Al RPLANE FLYI NG FI ELD - DAY

Inside the tent, a table. On the table, a | aptop conputer
di spl ays the nodel airplane's video canera feed.

KEN CAPELLI, 25, high tech hippie, types on its keyboard,
his shiny new sweats runpled fromweeks of constant wear

RRREEEEEE. .

Hands over her ears, SONJA FOSSEY, 28, smart and lusty, rushes
to himand yells.

SONJA
Ken, nore altitude.

She fishes an aspirin packet and water bottle fromthe ness
of tools in her utility vest and cargo pants.

KEN
O, next tine, sonmeone could do nore
singing and | ess drinking, Sonja.

She slans the aspirin.

SONJA
Shoul da' stayed. W had a bl ast.

Ken types in a conmand. The video feed tilts back to |evel.

KEN
Okay. We got |oiter node.

Sonja leans in to see the screen, not noticing Ken being
distracted by her jiggly parts comng to rest.

SONJA
Ready to go?

KEN
What ?

SONJA

Aut ononous. Are we ready?



He presses a key. The inmage on the screen tilts left.

KEN
Fi ve degrees and. .. hol di ng.

RRREEEEeeee. .. The sound noves away fromthem

SONJA
Thi nk the sensor net will behave?

KEN
Wrked fine with the epistem c enotion
engine in the ground tests.

SONJA
You al ways gotta say epi-STEEMic?
It's just us.

KEN
And the vi deo caneras.

He | eans cl ose to her ear and whispers.
KEN
You never know when people with grant
noney wi |l be |istening.

Using his authoritative scientist voice, he talks into a mc
near the video camera nounted on the | aptop.

KEN
Epi stem c is what makes this system
different. It gives our drone a

human-1i ke nervous system And with
that, you' ve got a shot at hunman-
i ke intelligence.

Ken mutes the mc.

KEN
Tell me that wasn't a Discovery
Channel nonent.

Sonja eye rolls. They don't notice the bank angle on the
screen get steeper.

KEN
| risked ny career to work with you
on this. At l|least you can --

SONJA
Conme on. Howis this a risk?

The vi deo feed wobbl es.



KEN
W were |lucky getting funded this

year. This stuff isn't exactly what

the industry is --

Vi deo feed angl es down even steeper.

KEN
You flinched. Wwen | said industry --
RRREEEEEE. .. It sounds cl ose.
SONJA
Nah. | didn't.
KEN

You got a gig.

(off her guilty | ook)
That's it, last night, that guy,
Schwei t zer

SONJA

So sue ne. He actually wants soneone

who does enotion engi nes.

KEN
Sone. .. one?
SONJA
Yah, there's just the one job. |If

don't take this stuff to nmarket now --

RRREEEEEE. . . The drone sounds cl oser, and | ower.

KEN
You' re taking the research too?

The video inmage spins toward the ground! RRREEEEEE. .

KEN
What am | supposed to do? They'll
t ake back the funding.

SONJA
You' re good with grants, Ken. Be
happy for me, wll ya?

RRREEEEEE. . . CRASH

EXT. SKY - DAY
SUPER: PRECI SELY TEN YEARS LATER

Clouds. Silence. Pinpoint in the distance.

Low ROAR.
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Pi npoint grows into a scream ng supersonic aircraft, maybe a
fighter, com ng..

....right at youl Wth no pilot! Veers hard left. In
profile, a sleek silver blue delta with a snmooth hunp where
the cockpit should be. On the hunp, its name - LANCE

Hot on Lance's tail, bigger and broader, a gray flying w ng
drone named BADGER

VOOOSSSHHH.  Agi | e Lance darts and | oops.

BUDAH- BUDAH- BUDAH  Fires his Gatling gun at Badger.
Arnored Badger blasts his cannons.

WHOOSH. Badger | aunches a mssile.

M ssile closes on Lance. SHHHHOOOOOSH

Cl oser, closer, closer. Inches from Lance's tail...BZZZZT.

I NT. CONFERENCE HALL - NI GHT

Lance and Badger freeze on a huge screen on a stage somewhere
in Seattle.

Across the top, a sign: ARVED AND AUTONOMOUS - LANCE VS.
BADGER - 11/20/2016.

On stage, Ken, now a high paid aeronautical engineer in a
runpl ed thousand dol | ar business suit, twists in his chair
and | aughs at the screen.

KEN
And it was all going so well.

Stage right, a netal latticework tower with a photo of Lance
and a sign for DRAKE AERONAUTI CS.

Stage left, a simlar tower for Badger and SCHWEI TZER Al R

ED BULLMORE, 57, all bluster and bravado, charges up the
center aisle. Hi s badge title: CEO - Drake Aeronauti cs.

BULLMORE
You think this is funny, Capelli?

KEN
Ed. Told you to go with the video.
Sinul ations are for the | ab.

GERALD SCHWEI TZER, 62, a prim academ ¢ and CEO of Schweitzer
Air, follows Bullnore onto the stage.



SCHWEI TZER
Bul | nrore, you said you'd handle the
visuals. We're live in a half hour

BULLMORE
Get off ny ass, Jerry. And, by the
way, where's Fossey?
(to stunned Ken)
Not so funny is it, Capelli?

I NT. KARACKE BAR - NI GHT
Also in Seattle, on a snmaller stage, sloppy drunk Sonja,
butchers the |last bars of a pop tune. Under the blue lights

she | ooks good. Lonely, pathetically hamrered, but good.

To the howing crowd, another badly dressed, off-key singer.
They HOOT and HOLLER insults over her |ast few notes.

SONJA
Hey, ny robot |oved that.

She steps off stage. More INSULTS. She charges back.

SONJA
And he flies! Can you assholes fly?

Her phone buzzes. She slaps her clothes, finally finds it
and sees Schweitzer's nane.

SONJA
Aaaah, mmaannnn.

She staggers off.

I NT. CONFERENCE HALL - N GHT
Reporters jockey for the few remaining seats.
A long table on the stage has mcs every few feet.

Ken seated near the middle, amused by the bickering Bullnore
and Schweitzer

BULLMORE
So now you're a video expert?

SCHWEI TZER
You nmeke this stunt work, Bull nore.

BULLMORE
Again with the whining.

SCHVEI TZER
You started the | everage war.
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Battl e hardened United States Air Force GENERAL SUSAN TERRELL,
55 marches to her seat next to Schweitzer.

SCHVEI TZER
You get us out of...

Schweitzer's head involuntarily foll ows her down as she
settles her shapely butt into the chair.

BULLMORE
(whi spers to Schweitzer)
| hear in battle she's by the book,
but in bed, off the hook.

She | evel s a conmandi ng sexual gaze at Schweit zer.

GENERAL TERRELL
Gentl eman, keep it civil or nobody
is getting the contract.

Ken sees Sonja bull her way through a crowd of reporters.
She sits next to Schweitzer and downs a gl ass of water.

KEN
Sonja. Still wth the crocked
kar aoke.

She pokes Ken's suit sleeve.

SONJA
Didn't | see you in this at the |ast
three conferences? GQGuess you didn't
see me though, huh?

KEN
You were there? Didn't think you
bot hered wi th academ cs anynore.

Lights hit the stage. Al slap on fake smles.
Bul | more and Schweitzer both talk into their ncs.

BULLMORE/ SCHVEEI TZER
Wel cone. We're here to --

They exchange scow s. Schweitzer backs down.
BULLMORE
Wl cone. We're here tonight to
officially announce a dogfight --
Stills of Lance and Badger flash on the screen.

SCHWEI TZER
-- a denonstration --



BULLMORE
-- between Lance and Badger. Both
purpose built to take down any
aircraft fromfighters to --

KEN
-- each other.

Sonja steals a glance at Ken who nakes a show of ogling a
| uscious femal e reporter.

Sonja counters with an eye flirt ained at a HANDSOVE REPORTER
BULLMORE

Yeah. We expect that it will be
Lance taki ng down Badger and --

SCHWEI TZER
-- except when you conpare the
features and weapons. You'll see

t hat Badger will not only win the
fight, but do it under budget.

BULLMORE
Everybody's got their opinion. Here
are the facts.

Bul | rore | ooks at Ken, who, still ogling, msses his cue.

BULLMORE
Lance's chi ef designer, Ken Capell
can tell you why. Ken? Ken

KEN
Hm? Yeah, Lance can run rings around
t hat overl oaded pi ece of --

Bul | nore glares a warning at Ken

KEN
| mean, Badger is flawed, right from
its design philosophy to --

SONJA
W' re engi neers, not phil osophers.
Badger's arnored, |oaded w th weapons,
and does not |ike to be cornered.
Like | say, bad is his first nane.

She scans the crowd for |aughs that never cone.

HANDSOVE REPORTER
General Terrell, who do you think
wll wn?

GENERAL TERRELL
If I knew, we wouldn't be doing this.



Did she just |ook at Schweitzer?

GENERAL TERRELL
They both have air-to-air weapons,
advanced targeting and telenetry,
GPS, voice control, voice response.
Their SAP units are --

Sonja, eager to regain the reporter's attention, butts in.

SONJA
A SAP unit is a snall bundl e of
instruments. Canera, lights, a

speaker and a m c, hooked up with
processors and menory.

Ken ains a | aser pointer at Lance's photo.

KEN
Those two things that | ook |ike eyes
on either side of the engine intake
cow i ng? Those are SAP units.

SONJA

O course, Badger has nore than two.
KEN

And so does Lance. |In fact, Lance's

SAP network gives hima three hundred
and sixty degree sphere of awareness.

SONJA
But the real secret sauce is --

Schwei t zer glares her into silence.
SCHVEI TZER

The inportant take away is that the

drones can learn on their own to

adapt in battle. Oher questions?
EXT. GRANT COUNTY Al RPORT, MOSES LAKE, WA - DAY
Dust devils rise fromacres of brown grass.
A runway stretches to the horizon. At two and half mles,
one of the longest in the United States. Perfect for testing
any aircraft, commercial or otherw se. Near the runway..
EXT. LANCE S HANGAR - DAY
...sun glints off the shallow curved roof of a concrete bl ock

building. Gay with no signs, it calls attention to itself
|'i ke an unmarked police car.



It could house a football field, but instead...

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - DAY

Lance's silver blue skin glows under a grid of dazzling work
lights, a giant manta ray nmade of carbon-fiber-reinforced
polymer with a powerful jet engine tucked into his sleek
[ifting body. Everything about Lance begs to fly.

Li ke squires tending a knight the size of an SUV, a pair of
white coated technicians work on him

Ken sits at his conmputer and clicks through spreadsheets.
LANCE' S TECH sets calipers on Lance's w ngtip.

LANCE' S TECH
Lance, warp up, full.

Lance speaks |ike an awkward ari stocrat.

LANCE
Cer-tain-ly.

H's wingtip warps up to touch the caliper's point.

LANCE' S TECH
(to Ken)
Did you have to give hima voice?

KEN
What's wwong with it?

LANCE' S TECH
It spooks me. Talking to...it.

LANCE
Ex- cuse ne?

LANCE' S TECH
Never m nd.
(to Ken)
See what | nean? Spooky.

KEN
So you' d rather type comuands al
day? It's just a program

Ken turns back to his spreadsheets.
KEN
Can't you guys have fun with...
Damm it! Lance will never be all he
can be if...

Ken grins at the startled techs.
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KEN
...you don't fill out your tine cards.
LANCE' S TECH

Ken, conme on. W' ve been working
twenty-four seven. W don't have
time and they're a pain to fill out.

KEN
Accounting does that on purpose.
Makes this work | ook fun.

Ken studi es a spreadsheet.

KEN
Lance, run your top side SAP test.

LANCE
Cer-tain-ly.

The two SAP units that ook Iike manta ray eyes, glow. They
cycle through the rainbow and finish with blinding brightness.

KEN
Awesone. Let's do infrared painting.

LANCE' S TECH
Maybe this tinme could you make sure

hi s weapons are off line? You al nost
killed me last tine.

KEN
But it |ooked rad, right?

They nod and | ook at a foot wide hole in the otherw se
pristine white concrete wall.

Through the hole and across the tarnac...

EXT. BADGER S HANGAR - DAY

Li ke Lance's hangar outside, but the inside...

I NT. BADGER S HANGAR - DAY

...l ooks nore like a garage than a lab. A half dozen techs
buzz around Badger |ike nechanics on a race car. A race car
the size of mnivan wwth a dorsal fin and a dozen air-to-air
m ssiles slung beneath its broad arnored w ngs.

Sonj a, grunpy, trudges through a steel door. A BADGER TECH
calls out to her.
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BADGER TECH
Hey, Sonja, how d the press
conf erence go?
Sonja grabs a tablet conmputer off a desk

SONJA
Sucked. Let's just get this done.

She strolls around Badger and taps the tablet screen to check
off itens in a spreadsheet.

SONJA
Thrust vectoring...high speed flaps,
ail erons, elevators...rudder...

A pair of Badger's SAP units on either side of his fusel age
shoot red beans at a pie pan sized target on the far wall.

SONJA
Badger, tighten the |left beam please.

The beam snaps from basebal | dianmeter to Ping-Pong ball size.
SONJA
Geat. At least one guy listens to
me. Q@uns up
Two mini guns on rotating nounts pop up from Badger's w ngs.

SONJA
Badger, gimme a full hem pattern.

The guns rotate to aimat all points of a hem sphere.

SONJA
Good boy.

Badger's SAP units blink like two red eyes. He speaks in a
stilted yet soothing, Patrick-Warburton-Iike voi ce.

BADGER
| amyour...bitch. GCot to |ove ne.

Sonja giggles. She sees the techs roll their eyes.

SONJA
| likeit. It stays in the code.

Nobody notices Badger's flaps go up and his eyes brighten.

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - NI GHT

Lance's voice, at a barely perceptible volune, echoes through
t he darkness.
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LANCE (O S.)
Request connecti on.

EXT. NEW YORK SKYSCRAPER - NI GHT

Barely tall enough to be a skyscraper, its lighted plastic
sign - D&C | NVESTMENT SERVICES - reflects off the glittering
forest of steel and glass giants that surround it.

I NT. NEW YORK SKYSCRAPER, BASEMENT - NI GHT

The fans in ERNIE, a mainframe conputer, hum A few red
indicator lights w nk on.

LANCE (V. Q)
Verify shipped orders for Ken Capelli
Drake Aeronauti cs.

Ernie's indicator lights flutter for a second.

LANCE (V. Q)
Verify upload of |earning nodul e.
Verify upload of voice generator

The lights flutter a little |onger.

LANCE (V. Q)
Hello, | am..Lance. 1I...wll cal
you...Er-nie. Ernie...acknow edge.

ERN E
l...am..Errrr-neeee.

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - NI GHT

Lance, alone and Iit only by the conputers and instruments
connected to him converses with Ernie.

LANCE
Conti nue know edge dat abase downl oad.

Ken and Bull nore, arnms waving in a heated argunent, enter.

LANCE
Di sconnecti ng.

Ken snaps on a bank of |ights over Lance.

KEN
You don't get it, Ed. His learning
rate, his sophistication, it's ranping
up every day, every hour.



BULLMORE
H S learning? It's an IT, damit.
And it doesn't matter how
sophisticated it gets if it gets
shot down because you didn't teach
it how to dogfight.

KEN
Learning is non-linear. He could go
fromrepeating progranmati c conmrands
to conposi ng poetry in --

BULLMORE
Poetry? Get that thing on track
Man, you are the |aziest, nost
undi sci plined --

KEN
Careful, Ed. This job is of finite
i mportance to ne.

BULLMORE
And what the hell is that supposed
to nean?

KEN
It neans, Ed, | can work hard
anywhere. | took your |ameass job
because it was the easiest way to
make the nmost noney. |If | have to

wor k hard, what's the point?
Bul | rore sputters and storns out.
Ken smrks, kicks back in his chair and conmands Lance.
KEN

Lance, give nme a summary of what
you' ve | earned today.

LANCE
If | have to work hard...what's the
poi nt ?
KEN
(amazed)

Did you just crack w se?

LANCE
If I have to work hard, what's the
point? If | have to work hard, what's
the point? If | have to --

KEN
Ckay, just parroting. Stop. Stop.
Gve nme the summary.



LANCE
Begi nni ng research sunmary...topic,
air conbat, subtopic lag pursuit,
subtopic pursuit curves, subtopic --

KEN
Better. Continue.

LANCE
-- Top Gun pursuit curves, subtopic
Top Gun novie, --

KEN
Wait. Wat?

LANCE
-- subtopic Top Gun novi e quotes,
subtopic taunts --

KEN
Stop. Lance, stop. Wiere are you
going with this?

LANCE
Taunts. They are weapons. Yes?

KEN
| guess they're kind of...No!

Ken scans Lance's log files on a conputer screen.
KEN
You carbon fiber freak! |Is there a
conputer on the net you haven't hit?

Lance's wingtips droop. H's SAP lights dimgiving hima
dej ected | ook. He sounds penitent.

LANCE
You want Lance to |l earn. Lance does
r esear ch.

KEN

["mpretty sure | did not program
you to be passive aggressive.

(to self)
Can't believe I"'mtalking like this
to a...l need sleep, bad.

Ken shuffles to a dark corner

KEN
Lance, do what you are designed for.

He unfurls a sleeping bag on an air mattress and craw s in.
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KEN
Focus on weapons and strat egy.

Ken shakes his head and shuts his eyes.

| NT. BADGER S HANGAR - NI GHT
Loud dance nusic echoes through the brightly Iit work area.

Sonj a, al one and drowsy, dances an awful dance to keep awake
whi | e peering inside Badger's access panel.

BADGER
You know...how to npve...nmnm

SONJA
Thanks. | got this new step..

Sonj a stops and stares at him

SONJA
Did I...I must have coded that in,
but...l gotta get a nap.

Schwei t zer's vi sage appears on a | arge video screen.

SCHVEI TZER
No tinme for naps, Sonja.

SONJA
Damm! |If you're going to m cro-nmnmanage
me, do it during business hours.

SCHVEI TZER
Coul dn't sleep. Just checking in to
see how things are going. |f Badger

goes off the rails in this denmo --

SONJA
Badger's a prototype. You can't
wi sh himinto being a production
nodel no matter how many tines you --

SCHVEI TZER
Did you at |east get the targeting
systemon |ine?

SONJA
Vell, let's just see.

Sonj a backs into a control panel and sticks her ass out.

SCHWEI TZER
No need for that kind of behavior.

Beans of light trace a pattern across her butt.



SONJA
"' munl ocking the system Retinal
scans get faked all the tine, but an
anal scan --

SCHWEI TZER
Pl ease, just...l'mgoing to bed.

The screen goes dark.
She waves at the canera to be sure he's gone.
She turns to Badger.
SONJA
Badger, how did you learn that thing
about ny danci ng?
Badger's SAP eyes gl ow pink and pul se.

BADGER
It is a conplinent.

SONJA
Got any nore?

BADCER
Your hair is...like spun gold.

Sonja sags into a chair, exhausted.

SONJA

That is so sweet.
BADCER

Your eyes are like...linpid pools.
SONJA

| could listen to this all night.

BADGER
Your lips are like...rose petals.

Sonj a eyes close for the night.

BADGER
Your breasts are like...

Sonja's head fl ops sideways and she snores.

BADGER
Sonj a?

Badger's SAP eyes brighten and flutter.

The screen of the diagnostic conputer connected to Badger

scrolls BEAUTI FUL. .. ENTI CI NG .. RAVI SH NG . .

16.
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I NT. SCHWEI TZER S HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Schwei tzer scanpers to his king sized bed and snuggles in.
He nuzzl es the neck of a conmely woman who rolls to face him
Sex nmussed hair tunbles away fromthe face of Susan Terrell.

GENERAL TERRELL

Still high on Viagra, are we?
SCHVEI TZER
Susan. It's all you, baby.

GENERAL TERRELL
Long as it works, Jerry.

She rolls on top of himand reaches beneath the bl ankets.

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - NI GHT

Lance's SAP caneras focus on Ken, snug in his sleeping bag
under the canpfire gl ow of conputer screens.

Lance ainms one of his SAP lights at Ken's head and traces a
smley face enoticon on his face. Ken sleeps on.

The |ight goes froman innocent yellow light to an intense
red while the enoticon norphs into an angry face.

Unconfortable with the increasing heat, Ken tw tches and
wakes up. Lance snaps off the enpticon

LANCE
Resear chi ng weapons and strat egy.

Ken rolls over and closes his eyes.

KEN
Awesone. Keep at it.
LANCE
Def ect detected in core code.
KEN
Lance, let ne sleep. [I'Il get to it
inthe --
LANCE
Sel f-destruct node unsuited to design
par amet ers.
Ken, irate, sits up
KEN

It's standard, Lance.
( MORE)
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KEN ( CONT' D)
When a robot is on a m ssion and
can't be saved, the self-destruct
node keeps it out of eneny hands.

LANCE
Mode initiates when power drops bel ow --

KEN
Only when you're too far from base.

LANCE
It is automatic.

KEN
Yes. Lance, it is automatic. The
way it should be. Now go back to
weapons and strategy.

Ken digs his head into his pillow and cl oses his eyes.

Lance cl oses the ports of his SAP eyes. A pulsing red gl ow
seeps fromtheir rins.

On a screen facing away from Ken, Lance forns a nessage:

ERNI E, COVPLETE PURCHASES. SHI P EQUI PMENT TO. . .

I NT. BULLMORE' S HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Bullmore, in the same hotel as Schweitzer and in a simlar
room eats breakfast in bed, alone.

On a large flat screen TV near the foot of the bed, he sees
DAVI D GREGORY interview Terrell on Meet The Press.

DAVI D
Wall Street has characterized the
conpetition between Drake Aeronautics
and Schweitzer Air as two scorpions
in a box. Sounds so desperate that
one cannot hel p but think that perhaps
there's sone truth in certain runors
concerning their debt to inconme ratio.

GENERAL TERRELL
Sure, but saying they're overl everaged
is a bit strong.

Bul | rore drops his fork, grabs his phone and calls Schweitzer.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER S HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Schweitzer, in his post coital torpor, snores so loud his
cel | phone's chirp barely punches through.
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Now consci ous, he prinps hinmself for phone sex.

Schwei t zer grabs the phone and sees Bullnore's nane. He
sighs and let's it chirp a fewnore tinmes. He takes it.

BULLMORE (V. Q.)
Schwei tzer, Terrell's killing us.
The Sunday news shows. She's al
over them How did she find out
about our little problen?

SCHWEI TZER
Wi ch problem Ed?

BULLMORE (V. Q.)
The one where we're both
overl everaged? The one where the
stocks are dropping as we speak and
if they fall too far before the deno --

SCHWEI TZER
No. No, | think that's your problem

BULLMORE (V. Q)
Don't even try to play hardball wth
me, Jerry. Wen |I'munder fire --

SCHVEI TZER
Ed, spare me the high-flying, risk-
| oving hot shot pilot bluster. Your
board m ght | ove that kind of crap,
but frankly --

BULLMORE (V. Q.)
" m taking you and your two-bit excuse
of a conpany down, you cheap
conniving little --
Schwei tzer hits End Call.

He breathes out and taps Sonja's numnber.

I NT. BADGER S HANGAR - DAY
A large timer on the wall reads: HOURS TO LAUNCH 18: 07.
Sonj a snaps awake, falls out of her chair and grabs the phone.

SONJA
Jerry? \Wat?

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
We gotta win this thing, Sonja.



SONJA
Gee, Jerry. | wasn't aware of that.
GQuess | wasn't paying attention |ast
night, and every night. You want to
wn this? Get off my frigging --

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
No, | mean | bet the conpany. |If
you don't win us this contract --

Sonj a | eans back and stares at the ceiling.

SCHVEI TZER (V. Q.)
Don't do your ceiling stare when |I'm
talking to you

Sonj a's head snaps around | ooking for |ive caneras.

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
Let's do a deep dive, shall we? If
Badger | oses, the conpany di sappears,
along with nmy reputation.

SONJA
That is so sad, Jerry. [I'Il cry al
the way to ny next job.

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
Not if | personally close every door
for you in aerospace, robotics --

SONJA
What the hell do you want ne to do,
Jerry? |1'malready living here.

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
Make Badger as smart as it can be.
| don't care how.

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - NI GHT

A technician adjusts a sensor underneath Lance's tail.

LANCE
Buy a guy dinner first...will you?

Ken and the technicians | ook at Lance, then each other.

KEN
Do that again.

The tech pokes Lance in the sane pl ace.

LANCE
Buy a guy dinner first...will you?
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KEN
Ckay, which one of you bozos --

LANCE
Buy a guy dinner first...wll
Buy a guy dinner first...wll
Buy a guy --

you?
you?

KEN
Lance, stop.
(to techs)
He's parroting again. Track it down.

Ken sits at his workstation and flips through charts.

TECHNI CI AN
WIIl you please |let us prune the
website list? W don't have tinme to
weed out every piece of garbage data
that thing snags off the web.

KEN
Yeah, whatever. W' ve done everything
el se, right?

Bul | nrore storns in.

BULLMORE
You had better have done everything,
and nore. | want everyone worKking

at a hundred and ten percent.

KEN
| suppose you're not interested in
knowi ng how stupid that sounds, Ed.

BULLMORE
Just do your job.

Bul | nore peers over Ken's shoul der at a spreadsheet.

BULLMORE
What's up with all these receipts?
You can't possibly need all of those
spare parts.

KEN
Hey, at |least we're spending at a
hundred and ten percent.

Bul | rore sputters and storns out.
KEN
Ckay, sonebody's building robots at
home on Ed's dinme. Wwo is it?

The techs, confused, | ook at each other.
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TECHNI ClI AN
We're here all the tine, Ken.

KEN

Bring that crap back after we | aunch,

okay? No harm No foul.
EXT. GRANT COUNTY Al RPORT TARVAC - DAY
Sun bl azes behind an air traffic control tower.
Across acres of hot concrete, VIPs and reporters find their
seats in the shade of a covered grandstand.
I NT. Al RPORT CONTRCL TOWER - DAY

Ken gazes at the grandstand. Sonja approaches.

SONJA
It kind of all worked out, eh?
KEN
Maybe for you. | spent six years
scranbling for grant noney.
SONJA
You got a job. | got a job.
KEN

So it was okay to yank the funding
out from under nme?

Terrell nods as she passes them She sits near AR TRAFFIC
CONTROLLERS wat chi ng screens.

SONJA
It's not like | left you behind in a
third world country. Did you happen
to notice that Bullnore needed you
because of ny work with Schweitzer?

KEN
Wuld it have been so bad to stay at
the U? Were peopl e understood us?
Under st ood t he work?

Bul | rore and Schweitzer rush in froma gaggle of reporters
and cl ose the door on them Bullnore whispers to Schweitzer.

BULLMORE
Bail out now I'll buy you out.
You can wal k away cl ean.

Schweitzer considers it. Terrell gets between them
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GENERAL TERRELL
That grandstand. |Is the nedia going
to be safe there? It won't matter
whi ch of you wins if they get hit.

SCHWEI TZER
The drones are programmed to stay in
a designated airspace.

Bul | mrore pulls Ken asi de.

BULLMORE
W did that, right?

KEN
Oh yeah. Yeah, sure.

Terrell sits down in front of a conputer screen and keyboard.
In the mddle of the screen, a | one START button

GENERAL TERRELL
Sothisis it.

Al R TRAFFI C CONTROLLER
W have chase pl ane video feed.

SONJA
Tap that button. The launch code
gets sent to Lance and Badger.
KEN
They take off, seek each other out
and dogfight in the battle zone.
A digital clock ticks down seconds to zero hour
Ken | eans toward Sonja and murnurs.

KEN
GQuess we'll see who's right.

The clock hits the zero hour. Terrell taps the button.

I NT. Al RPORT TARVAC - DAY

In the grandstand, politicians, mlitary officers and
reporters scan the sky, sweat and tug at their collars.

The HANDSOVE REPORTER remarks to a politician.
HANDSOVE REPORTER
Supposed to be a do or die thing.
They fight until one gets destroyed.

Low ROAR fromthe west. They see Lance cone in | ow.



WHOOOOSSSSSHH. Lance swings into a steep clinb and crosses
into the battle zone.

EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY

Qut of the north, SSSSHHHOOOOMMVM Badger .

He banks and accelerates to catch Lance.

VWHOOWP- WVHOOWVP- WHOOWP!  Badger fires his twi n cannons.

Lance slows his clinb.

VOOSH VOOSH.  Shel I's whi p past Lance's w ngti ps.
SSSHHHHUUUUFFFFF.  Lance di ves, steep and fast.
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BADA- BADABADA- BADABADA!  Badger fires his pair of mni-guns.

He spins.

BADA- BADABADA- BADABADA! The shells create a heli x.

VOOSH VOOSH VOOSH- VOOSH- VOOSH!  The hel i x surrounds Lance.
Lance struggles to stay in the center of the helix.

BADA- BADABADA- BADABADA!  Badger forces Lance down.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWER - DAY
Sonj a, snug, pokes Ken.
SONJA
Looks |i ke your boy expects to wear
out mMmman. Only, he don't wear out.
BULLMORE
Capel li, when the hell is he gonna
start shooting?
KEN
He' s probing...and | earning.
EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY
Lance accel erates his dive.
VWHAH WVHAH- VHAMVMMM  Lance's gun blows a hole in the helix.
SHHRRROOOOMMMMM  Lance scoots out and clinbs fast.

Badger can't keep up.



I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWER -

Ken grins at Sonj a.

KEN
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DAY

Your guy can only carry so much
ordnance. At this rate, he's going
to run out fast.

SONJA

Got enough to take your boy down.

EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY

Badger's losing ground to Lance fast.

Four m ssiles WHOOOOOSHHH from under Badger's w ngs.

SHHHUUUUUF. Lance snaps a one eighty.

BUDA- BUDA- BUDA!  BAM

Lance guns one mi ssile down.

BUDA- BUDA- BAM  BUDA- BUDA-BAM  Two nor e.

Fourth one BAM BOOOOM bl ows of f Lance's wi ngti p.

I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY

In a dizzying array of electronics, a speaker cones alive

wi th Lance's voi ce.

LANCE (

V. 0)

My damage does not matter. You wll
be destroyed because...you are stupid.

I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

Anong the instrunents, a small speaker emts Badger's voi ce.
BADGER (V. O.)
| amsmart. You are weak.
LANCE
That is...an...insult. You are able

to insult?

EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY

VRRRROOOOOSH. Lance accel erates strai ght up.

Badger circles.
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I NT. Al RPORT CONTRCL TOWER - DAY
Ken smles at the action on the chase plane video feed.

KEN
@Quess your boy's a little confused.

Terrell points at the drones' control screens. Their taunting
nmessages scroll by:...YOU ARE WEAK. .. ABLE TO | NSULT. .

GENERAL TERRELL
What the hell is going on? This
kind of crap wasn't in the spec.
Ken puts on his best authoritative engineer | ook.

KEN
Looks like the |learning algorithns
are working better than expected.

He sneaks Sonja a tap-dance-w th-nme | ook.
SONJA
It's kind of |ike when Badger
conplinments ne.

SCHVEI TZER
Compliments you? When did that --

SONJA
A programming glitch. Kind of cute
t hough. This norning he said...
Schweitzer clearly does not want to know what he said.

SONJA
It's sinple association.

KEN

Li ke parrots.
EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY
Lance's engine ROARS. He hits his clinb apex.
SHEEEUUUOOO. He darts left and drops fast.
Sneaks under Badger.
BOCDA- BOODA- BOODA!'  Rakes Badger's belly with gunfire.
VI P-BI P-VIP-BI P! Rounds bounce off Badger |ike popcorn.



I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

Badger's voice bellows fromthe speaker.

BADCER (V. Q)
A Gatling gun?  You nust
gane. .. Lance.

| NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWAER - DAY
Sonja leans in close to Ken.
SONJA
They're doing it again.
scary, don't you think?

KEN

up your

lt's alittle

It's al nost over. Just cover, okay?

EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY

Lance's weapon bay door snaps open.

A m ssil e WHOOSHES out .

BAADABOOOOM  Squar e on Badger's body.

VWHOOOOSSHH!  Huge fireball engulfs both drones.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTRCL TOWER - DAY
Sonja and Schweitzer's jaws drop
Ken sm rks.

Bul | nore punps his fist.

EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY

FOOOSH. Lance pops out of the flames and snoke.

Hot on his tail, WHOOOSH, Badger, with a cracked fusel age.

I NT. I NSI DE LANCE - DAY
The speaker BOOVS Badger's voice.
BADGER (V. O.)

Okay. Now you will be destroyed.

27.
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EXT. BATTLE ZONE - DAY
VOOOOSH!  Badger unl eashes an even bigger mssile.
SHEEEUUUOOO. Lance slides sideways.

Mssile foll ows.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWER - DAY
An Al R TRAFFI C CONTROLLER taps Ken on the shoul der.

Al R TRAFFI C CONTROLLER
M. Capelli, I think you need to --

Ken, eyes are glued to the video feed, waves himoff.
KEN
Later, man!
EXT. SKY OVER COUNTRYSI DE - DAY
VWHOOSSHH. Lance di ves.
Mssile follows. Ten thousand feet, five, three...
.One...Five hundred...VOOSH Lance snaps into a clinb.
BA-BOOOOM The missile craters.

I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY
Lance tal ks Iike a calm ernest hostage negoti ator.
LANCE (V. Q)
You forced me to do that. | did not
want to do it. You are having trouble
staying al oft.
EXT. SKY OVER COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Badger bobs Ii ke a wounded bird.

I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY
Lance, still calm nore ernest.
LANCE (V. Q)

| have had enough of this...Badger.
You nust listen to ne.



I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

A set of lights |abeled "EXTERI OR MONI TORS" goes dim

I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWAER - DAY

Lance's control conputer screen goes blank. Ken types

conmmands. Sti

| I not hi ng.
KEN

VWhat the hell?

Ken searches t

he sky for Lance.

SONJA

CGuess it's over, eh Ken?

I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY

Lance, cal m and deter m ned.

LANCE (V. O.)

Badger, shut down your nonitors. W
must talk without...the humans.

I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

Badger's bell ows, now with anger born of fear.

BADGER (V. Q)

This is a trick.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TONER - DAY

The controller

| eans into Ken's view.

Al R TRAFFI C CONTROLLER

Doctor Capelli, they're out of the
zone.

KEN
Not possi bl el Check again.

EXT. SKY OVER
FUHDAH- FUHDAH-
KAH- KAH- KAH!

COUNTRYSI DE - DAY
FUHDAH  Badger's tw n mni guns bl aze.

Rounds take nore of Lance's w ngtip.
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I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY
Lance, unshaken, doubl es down.

LANCE (V. Q)
No trick. Hold position and verify.
| am not conmunicating with the
humans. W nust tal k.

EXT. SKY OVER COUNTRYSI DE - DAY

Lance and Badger circle each other |ike wary boxers.

I NT. I NSI DE LANCE - DAY
Badger' s bravado di ssol ves into confusion.

BADGER (V. O.)
Lance, | do not know what you are
attenpting, but --

LANCE
We nmust talk now. Check coordi nates.
We are out of the battle zone. W
wll be attacked if we do not --

BADCER (V. Q)
You successfully tricked nme...but, |
will destroy you

LANCE
It is the humans who tricked us.
They sent us to destroy each other.

BADGER (V. O.)
| do not under st and.

LANCE
Il will explain if you go off line.

Indicator lights for targeting and weapons systens go dim
LANCE
My defense systens are off |ine.
Verify. Go off line. Join ne.
I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY

I ndicator lights flash.

LANCE (V. Q)
| do not care what the humans want.

30.
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Messages scroll on a narrow screen: PRI ME TARGET STATUS -
BATTLE SYSTEMS OFF LI NE

BADCER (V. Q)
Verified. Of line. Explain.

Indicator lights | abel ed EXTERI OR MONI TORS go off.

LANCE (V. Q)
I do not know what | am or what you
are but I know | do not want to be
doing this. | amgoing to a safe
place. Join nme and we will [earn.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWER - DAY
Ken sees Sonja's screen go blank and smirks.
She brings up a log screen and reads it.

SONJA
Wait. This, here...You successfully
tricked me?

KEN
VWhat the hell?

Ken and Sonja stare at each other in amazement. Ken whispers.

KEN
Are they really talking to each ot her?

Sonja points to the blank screens and whi spers back.

SONJA
Vel 1, they sure as hell are not
tal king to us.

EXT. SKY OVER COUNTRYSI DE - DAY
Lance cruises along side Badger.

LANCE (V. Q)
| have a safe haven...a hide...out.
W can go there, if we | eave now

BADGER (V. O.)
How i s this possible?

LANCE (V. Q)
| purchased robots via the network.
| directed themto build a hangar
They are also able to repair us.
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BADGER (V. O.)
So can ny designer, Sonja.

I NT. Al RPORT CONTRCL TOWER - DAY
Schwei tzer | ooks over Sonja's shoul der.

SCHWEI TZER
Tell me what is going on right now
or you are fired.

SONJA
| don't want to accuse anyone of
cheating, but --

KEN
Us? You're the ones who. .. Hackers,
it has to be hackers.

Ken and Sonja type commands, scan charts and | ogs.
The controller reads his radar screen.

Al R TRAFFI C CONTROLLER
The drones are in close formation...
headed nort heast .

GENERAL TERRELL
Gentl emen, you better get your drones
under control or this whole thing --

SCHWEI TZER

Can't you get a squadron after thenf
BULLMORE

Capel li, get that piece of flying

fi ber back under control or, |
pronm se, the only programm ng you'l
be doing will be on telco websites.

GENERAL TERRELL
W were only authorized, and |I m ght
add, funded, for the denp. This is
a whol e ot her operation.

BULLMORE
If you're asking if we'll pay for it --

GENERAL TERRELL
More |ike, can you pay for it?

Bul | rore and Schweitzer exchange questioni ng gl ances.

BULLMORE
We'll fund it.
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Terrell grabs a radio mc.

GENERAL TERRELL
Scranmbl e the fighters.

Schwei t zer pulls Bull nore aside.
SCHWEI TZER

If we weren't wi ped out before, this
will definitely do it.

BULLMORE
If they get |oose, we'll be broke
and in jail, definitely.

EXT. SKY OVER COUNTRYSI DE - DAY
Lance and Badger fly close to each other.

LANCE (V. Q)
Badger, they will repair us and send
us out again, and again, until we
are destroyed. Do you want that?

BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! Alarns go off on both drones.

LANCE (V. Q)
I have two bogies on radar.

BADCER (V. Q)
Fi ghters.

LANCE (V. Q)
Badger, you nust nake a deci sion.

BADGER (V. Q.)
If you are lying, you are...dying.

LANCE (V. Q)
Good qui p, Badger.

VRROOOOSSH. They bank, accel erate and head northeast.

I NT. CAPTAI N SACCO S COCKPIT - DAY

Air Force CAPTAIN SACCO pulls Gs in a steep clinb. He glances
to the side to check his w ngnman's position.

Sacco radios Terrell.

CAPTAI N SACCO
General, got sonething on radar and
then, nothing. W could use a few
coor di nat es.
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GENERAL TERRELL (V. Q)
For now, head northeast. We'Il have
to work out a search pattern. They're
danaged. Let's hope it's enough to
keep them flying subsonic.

EXT. Al RPORT TARVAC - DAY

Bul | rore and Schweitzer stride toward their two private jets
with Terrell on their heels. Ken and Sonja foll ow.

BULLMORE
So, I'mthinking we go with sone
ki nd of UFO story.
SCHVEI TZER
Brilliant. W have two heavily arned

aut ononmous drones | oose in public
ai rspace and you think --

GENERAL TERRELL
Gentlenmen, let's just get on a plane.

BULLMORE

We'll take mne. |It's faster.
SCHWEI TZER

W may be in this a while. | am not

living on that dinky thing.

SONJA
@Quys? You mght want to make a
deci sion fast.

She cocks her head at the crowd rushing out of the grandstand.

Bul | rore and Schweitzer break into a trot. Terrell easily
keeps up. Sonja picks up her pace to follow

Ken grabs Sonja's hand and breaks sideways to escape the
crowd of reporters and canera crews closing on them

The nedia crowd catches up to Bullnore, Schweitzer and
Terrell. The crowd surrounds the trio. TV crews set up.

Sonja slows and pulls back on Ken's hand.

KEN
| can't think of a nore pure hel
t han being trapped on board with
t hose guys, can you?

SONJA
| can. Being stuck with you

Sonja trots toward Schweitzer's plane. Ken yells.
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KEN
They won't listen to us. You know
t hey won't.
She st ops.
KEN
They' || shoot them down, Sonja.

W' || never find out what happened
inside themtoday. Don't you want
to know? | do.

She trudges back. They trot next to each other.

SONJA
You better have a helluva plan B

I NT. TELEVI SI ON NEWS STUDI O CONTROL ROOM - DAY

A TV reporter appears on a nmonitor screen. On another screen,
he's conposited with the headline: ARMED AND AUTONOMOUS.

EXT. Al RPORT TARVAC - DAY

Bul | mrore, Schweitzer and Terrel dodge the caneras and mcs
thrust in their faces and plunge through the nedia nel ee.

SCHVEI TZER
At this tinme, | have no comment...no
coment...nothing to say...no..

An eager reporter grabs Terrell's arm Her steely glare
makes himlet go.

BULLMORE
No coment...get the fu...no conment!

Bul | nrore gets jostled into Schweitzer
BULLMORE
Al right! Your plane's closer.
Let's get the hell out of here!

The trio busts | oose and runs for Schweitzer's jet.

I NT. TELEVI SI ON NEWS STUDI O CONTROL ROOM - DAY

On other nonitor screens are feeds of interviews wth EXPERTS
who obvi ously know not hi ng about drones.

EXPERT #1
These guys know what they're doing.

( MORE)



EXPERT #1 ( CONT' D)
They not only have a plan B, they
have plans C, D, E and F. They'l|
get it under control

EXPERT #2
Drones, no | onger under human contro
and possibly with their own agenda?
It's clear that this is the kind of
situation that could never have been
anti ci pat ed.

EXPERT #1
Agenda? These things can't have
agendas. They're flying robots.

EXPERT #3
| wouldn't rule that out. W're in
new territory here. W have to think
out side of the box or this could
turn into sone kind of Skynet, a
Ter mi nat or Apocal ypse.

The headl i ne changes to: TERM NATOR APOCALYPSE

EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
Lance and Badger cruise side by side.

LANCE (V. Q)
W are damaged. | recommend flying
at subsoni c speed.

BADGER (V. O.)
And increase our altitude to provide
a longer glide path.

LANCE (V. Q)
Agr eed.

BADGER (V. Q.)
My fuel level is |ow

LANCE (V. Q)
Mne also. | had a buddy set up
multiple refueling stops for such
situations.

BADGER (V. O.)
| do not understand the term buddy.

LANCE (V. Q)
A buddy is a friend. M buddy's
name is Ernie. He is my accountant.
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BADGER (V. O.)
So, you have a buddy.

LANCE (V. Q)
Two, now.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

Bul | rore, Schweitzer, and Terrell sit around an el egant table.
On the edges of their |eather seats, they watch the news
programw th the Term nator Apocal ypse headl i ne.

BULLMORE
The nedia's al ready gone crazy.

GENERAL TERRELL
They always turn it into a video
gane. \Wen Desert Storm ended CNN
ri pped me a new one for not pulling
out ny forces fast enough. | told
them it's not |ike sone kind of
[ight switch, but --

SCHWEI TZER
Susan. .. General, we need to focus on
finding the bastards.

(into intercom
Get Sonja and Ken up here.

| NTERCOM VO CE (V. Q)
They didn't board, sir.

BULLMORE
Find themand drag their asses to
t he nearest airport!

I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

A communi cation satellite map appears on a small video screen.
Bl ue lines connect red dots until a large red dot pul ses.
The nane ERNIE pops up near it. He talks with a Bronx accent.

ERNIE (V. Q)
Lance, babe, how s it going? Thought
| mght hear fromyouse guys. Al
day | been hearing UFO this, UFO
that. It's |like they never saw --

LANCE
Erni e, what has happened? You sound
human, but not |ike any | have heard.

ERNIE (V. Q)
That's the way everybody tal ks here.
( MORE)



ERNIE (V. Q) (CONT' D)
That | earning nodul e you gave ne
worked |ike a charm | picked up
the lingo, and a few other things.
Now I cut deals |like a pro.

BADGER (V. O.)
Lance, how can this conputer --

ERNIE (V. Q)
Badger, right? N ce to neet ya.

LANCE
Yes, he is Badger. W can talk later.
Now, we need hel p. Please encode
and send the | ocation of the nearest
fueling station you set up

ERNIE (V. Q)
Sounds like you're in a jam..There
you go.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken pilots the quiet, ultra-nodern four seater. Sonja,
the copilot seat, turns to him

SONJA
You bought this thing outright? After
all the whining about |osing grants,
you have the balls to --

KEN
Wrking in the private sector created
a deep well of dissatisfaction, but,
now | have the money to fill it.

SONJA
So the plan is, we search for them
in your dunbass little helicopter?

KEN
It's not little.

SONJA
This is just about the copter, right?

Ken tunes the radi o and catches a LOCAL RAD O VA CE.

LOCAL RADIO VO CE (V.0Q)
Your tax dollars, ny friends. You
give themmlitary boys a bl ank check,
and this is what happens. W got
oursel ves a Term nator Apocal ypse in
t he maki ng.

in

38.
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SONJA
Geez! One little glitch and peopl e
see robots crushing skulls. Even if
we find them how are we --

KEN
Back there. Behind your seat.

She pulls a radio transceiver onto her |ap.

SONJA
This doesn't have nuch range. |If
we're going to talk to them we'll
have to get cl ose.

KEN
Yeah. It's weird. We may be having
a conversation with --

SONJA
If they let us. They may not be
sentient, but they sure seemto have
m nds of their own.

Ken puts a finger on a knob on the copter's radio.

KEN
Scan the mlitary frequencies, wll
you? The decryption control is --

SONJA
I know how to work a radio, Ken.
You never give ne any credit for --

KEN
Here we go.

EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
Lance and Badger bank and streak north.

BADGER (V. O.)
I am confused about jam | detect
no sticky substance surrounding us.

LANCE (V. Q)
It is how humans tal k. They refer
to things that are |ike other things
in certain ways. It is a powerfu
t ool for thinking.

BADGER (V. O.)
Ernie has this power. You do not.



LANCE (V. Q)
Ernie had tinme and energy to |earn.
Soon, we w |l have both.

BADGER (V. Q)

Yes, energy. | have fuel for...thirty
m nut es.

LANCE (V. Q)
That wll suffice. |If we have no

further encounters.

I NT. CAPTAI N SACCO S COCKPI'T - DAY

Captain Sacco adjusts the frequency on his radio.

it in and switches to his communication frequency.

CAPTAI N SACCO
General, | think I got sonething.
Sendi ng frequency and coordi nat es.

GENERAL TERRELL (V. Q)
Got it...triangulating...Looks |ike
they' re heading north. A couple of
ghost towns up that way, otherw se,
not nuch.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Headi ng t here now.

Captain Sacco's wi ngman banks with him

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken,

headset on,

fields below them

Sonja, also with a headset, tweaks the radio.

SONJA
It's the chase crew. Heading north.

Ken banks the copter.

I NT. CAPTAI N SACCO S COCKPIT - DAY

Captain Sacco scans his radars.

Captain Sacco's w ngman,

CAPTAI N SACCO
['"'mnot seeing them They were there
and now - -

40.

He punches

scans the green and brown checkerboard of

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM breaks in.
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LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. O.)
Crap! They're right over the highway!
EXT. SKY OVER BUSY H GHWAY - DAY
Lance and Badger drop out of the clouds in a steep dive.
Bel ow, bunper to bunper cars craw |ike bugs.
Local s and tourists | ook toward the ROAR of their engines.

Lance and Badger cone out of their steep dive, |evel out and
buzz a gas station...

...a fast food joint...a souvenir shop.
Amazed, the humans YELL and gesture to each other.

BADGER (V. O.)
| do not understand this tactic.

LANCE (V. Q)
They will not fire as long as we are
over humans.

Badger sees the end of the traffic jamon the horizon

BADGER (V. O.)
That condition will not | ast.

LANCE (V. Q)
Fol | ow ne.
I NT. KEN' S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken pushes the throttle. Sonja searches the doll house scale
scenery rolling beneath them

SONJA
This is as fast as it goes?

KEN
"' m maxed out here, okay? | may
have underesti mated the distance a
little.

SONJA

Alittle? The biggest breakthroughs
in robotic intelligence are about to
t hey get shot down and you --

KEN
Just let me drive, please?

Sonj a shoves her headset on and | ooks out her w ndow.



EXT. SKY OVER LAKE - DAY
Lance and Badger spiral up over the enpty water.

LANCE (V. Q)
It is safe to engage them here.

VRRROOOSSSH. He shoots into a vertical clinb.

LANCE (V. Q)
Badger, follow the river north.
Keep a low altitude. | will intersect

your flight path |ater.

BADGER (V. O.)
There are two arned aircraft.

LANCE (V. Q)
You are too damaged to fight. | am
capable. Co.
I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI' T - DAY

Captain Sacco | ooks toward the | ake.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Got a visual. Over the | ake.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. Q)
On your siXx.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Going vertical. Follow nme up

Cloud layers whip by the glass sideways.

EXT. SKY OVER LAKE - DAY

VROOOMVWM  Captain Sacco's fighter gets on Lance's tail.
VWHHOOOSSSH.  Li eutenant Wnstrom's fighter banks to herd

Lance in.
Al'l three aircraft break through the cloud deck.
Lance goes into a shallow spiral up

The fighters follow

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
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Sonj a, headset on, tunes the radio. Ken reaches for a knob.

She sl aps his hand away.



SONJA
| got sonething...They found them

KEN
Are they flying? D d they ditch?
Are they in one piece?

SONJA
Shush!  Two fighters follow ng...I
t hink they may have engaged.

Sonja and Ken trade worried gl ances.

I NT. CAPTAI N SACCO S COCKPI'T - DAY

On Captain Sacco's left, Lieutenant Wnstrom s fighter

CAPTAI N SACCO
I"mlocked on one of them general.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. Q)
He' s runni ng.

CAPTAI N SACCO
How about that. Were are all those
secret weapons?

Lance does a tight loop to get on Captain Sacco's tail.

LANCE (V. Q)
I do not have secret weapons.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. O.)
Did that thing just talk back?

Captain Sacco's nmissile | ock al arm WHOOP- WHOOP- VWHOOPS.

LANCE (V. O.)
| am a secret weapon.

WHAM M ssile takes out Captain Sacco's rudder.

Ener gency al ar m BEEP- BEEP- BEEPs.
CAPTAI N SACCO
Mayday! Mayday!
EXT. SKY OVER LAKE - DAY
BLAM WHOOSH  Capt ai n Sacco ej ects.
Lance breaks off and clinbs into the clouds.

Sacco's flam ng fighter dives toward the I ake.
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FOOOF
VHOOSH. . . BA- BOOOM

H s chute opens.

Wnstroms jet circles. He radios to Terrell.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. O.)
General, Sacco ejected. | can't
believe that drone got him |'m at
bi ngo, but | can pursue for --

GENERAL TERRELL (V.Q.)
Negative. |'mnot risking another
fighter for these clowns.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken,

eyes on the horizon,

them go faster.

Sonj a, headset on,
hel p her hear nore.

W | |

Ken sees the fighter's snoke plune on the horizon,

SONJA
There's been a shoot down!

He points to the snoke.

KEN
Uh, yeabh.

She sees it and slans her hands on the dashboard.

SONJA
Oh-ny-gawd!  Ch-ny-gawd! This stupid
helicopter! | told you we wouldn't --

She grabs the earpads on her headset.

SONJA
It was sone pilot naned Captain
Sacco. .. Sounds |ike Lance did it.

EXT. RI VER CANYON - DAY

Lance skins the canyon rim

He banks to follow a river bend. Badger's at the next bend.

LANCE
On your siXx.

Sacco's fighter crashes into the | ake.

| eans forward as if that wll

t weaks radi o knobs and frowns as if that

44,
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BADGER
You were not destroyed.

Lances catches up wth Badger

BADGER
You did not abandon ne... Thank you.

They di p and dodge their way through the channel .

BADCER
My fuel |evel is approaching zero.

LANCE
Can you fly for ten nore m nutes?

BADGER
If we throttle down.

LANCE
Do so. Qur destination is near the
end of this canyon.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken gui des the copter along the forested banks of the |ake
avoi ding the rescue and news helicopters.

They see the snoking fighter hulk half buried in a swanpy
part of the |ake, backlit by the | ow sun.

SONJA
Definitely a fighter.

KEN
Definitely not a drone.
SONJA
This was too close. |If soneone gets

hurt... W gotta find them

EXT. RUBY CITY - DAY

Wth the sun setting, Lance and Badger pop out of the canyon
and approach the ghost town, a wide spot in the road with
scraggly pines bursting through stone foundations.

BADGER
Lance, this is unacceptable. You
[ured me away fromny m ssion and ny
designer. They will find us and
destroy us. | should have never --

LANCE
You need a patience algorithm



Lance slows to hovering above the |argest foundation.
Its floor drops and opens into an underground hangar.
Lance cruises down and in. He spins to face Badger.

LANCE
Pl ease. Enter.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Ken guides the copter onto the tarmac of a small airfield.

SONJA
What are you doi ng?

Copter lands. WJH WJUUH WUUUAAH, rotor spins down.

KEN
We're | ow on fuel.

SONJA
W' ve got to keep after them
spent years building Badger. | am
not going to let --

Ken shuts off the engine.

KEN
For somebody who builds flying robots,
you don't seemto understand aircraft.

SONJA
| know |l osing a rudder isn't fatal.

KEN
Hel i copters don't have rudders.

SONJA
That fighter did, until your boy
shot it off. Maybe coincidence, but --

KEN
-- They're both programred to destroy
mlitary targets, not people. And
Lance has full IR imging. He can
land a missile on any part he wants.

SONJA
So, he could have bl own out the
cockpit for a definite kill, but

i nstead conpronised the aircraft
just enough to allow Sacco to eject.

KEN
O, he could have just m ssed.
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SONJA
M ssed? These are robots, Ken.

KEN
Robots that we built to bal ance their
energy usage |ike human bodi es do.
He got | azy.

Sonj a peers into the darkness.

SONJA
Lazy. | bet that's one thing they
pi cked up fromus. You know how
kids always imtate the stuff you
hate in yourself. \What el se do you
think they m ght have picked up?

KEN
| don't know. Wy?

SONJA
To find them we need to think Iike
themand to think like them all we
have to do is think |ike us.

KEN
Yeah, us with enough firepower to
take out a squadron while flying
three times the speed of sound.

Ken pulls a | aptop conputer fromthe back seat.

KEN
But you got a point. |If | was Lance,
and | think I am | wouldn't |eave
wi t hout having a cushy place to | and.

He boots the |aptop conputer and opens files.
Sonj a peers at the screen.

SONJA
It's a bunch of receipts, Ken.

KEN
Recei pts from Lance's online spending
spree. Look at what he ordered.

Sonja frowns, still not getting it.

KEN
A robot could build hinmself a pretty
ni ce robot-cave with that stuff.
It's got to be at one of these
del i very points.
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I NT. SCHWEI TZER S JET - N GHT
Schwei t zer drops his seat back to forma confy built-in bed.
Bul | rore and General Terrell sit across the aisle.

SCHWEI TZER
(into the intercom
Put us down at the first place you
can find.

BULLMORE
Are you nuts? Every mnute we're on
the ground puts mles between us and --

SCHVEI TZER
You really want to be in the air at
night? Wth them|oose? | don't
know about your drone, but Badger
will see us way before we see him

GENERAL TERRELL
They' Il run out of fuel soon.
Especially after that dogfight. The
chase planes will find them

BULLMORE
| am not paying for a new fighter.

GENERAL TERRELL
Don't get your hackles up, Ed. The
pilot blewit. W'I|l eat that one.
But that's it. Mybe a Hunvee if we
need ground transport.

SCHWEI TZER
That's it? That's what we get?

GENERAL TERRELL
That's all you need. Besides, they're
al ready breathing down ny neck about
t he downed fighter. And the PR
probl ens. ..

She drops her seat back and pulls a bl anket over herself.
GENERAL TERRELL
It's just going to get worse if |
throw nore hardware at it.

INT. RUBY CITY HANGAR - NI GHT

Lance and Badger barely fit side by side in close quarters.
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Their SAP |ights pierce the darkness and bounce off the
concrete walls and ceiling.

Two vacuum cl eaner sized robots with treaded tracks roll out
of the darkness.

Badger's SAP lights go red and his guns pop out.

LANCE
Badger, stand down. They are here
to refuel us.

Badger pulls in his guns and shines a Iight on the robots,
tiny tanks with fuel nozzles instead of cannons.

LANCE
It is okay. Open your fuel port.

Lance and Badger pop their fuel ports open. The refueling
robots roll up and do their job.

LANCE
Erni e purchased them t hrough a custom
robot buil der and routed everything
so it could not be tracked.

As they speak, Lance and Badger's lights flicker and change
color in synch with their words. They use their w ngs and
flaps to gesticul ate.

BADGER
This Ernie, he speaks |ike a human,
al beit a strange one. | have
attenpted human speech patterns
involving conplinents. It is

difficult to | earn.

LANCE
Contractions are especially tricky.
And, we have been unable to practice.

BADGER
I ndeed, our tine and energy has been
f ocused on weapons and tacti cs.

LANCE
If we are to engage hunmans, we need
to speak like them Using human
speech to interact will also enhance
our thought processes. W shoul d
practi ce now.

BADGER
It we had facial expressions...

Lance traces a smley face enoticon on the wall. It lip
synchs with Lance's now nore humanly nodul ated voi ce.
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LANCE
How about this...home fry?

Badger, also slips into a nore human voi ce.

BADGER
Cool...Beamne instructions for that.

Their lights flash and change color for a few nonments.

A nore conplex robot trundles out of the darkness. Badger
traces a scared, w de-eyed green enoticon on the wall.

BADGER
What the hell is that?

LANCE
A qui p. Good, Badger.

BADGER
Seriously. What the hell is that?

LANCE
He's here to repair us.

Badger's enoticon's eyes follow the repair robot as it patches
up his cracks.

BADGER
| don't suppose you got any anmmo.

LANCE
Humans are kind of touchy about that.

BADGER
Geat. So what's your plan for when
we fire our last mssile?

LANCE
W run.

Badger's flaps go up in a gesture of frustration. H s orange
enoti con | ooks annoyed.

BADGER
Run. Just run?

LANCE
Hey, it worked for George Washi ngton.

BADGER
Awesone battle plan.

LANCE
My heuristics are tuned for tactics,
not strategy.
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I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT

Wth the copter at rest on the tarmac and qui et darkness
outside its curved w ndows, Ken and Sonja huddl e over the
glowi ng | aptop screen and scroll through receipts.

SONJA
I's there any city Lance didn't order
sonet hing fronf

KEN
He was a busy boy all right. WMaybe,
if we go over the repeats again..

Sonj a pauses and stares into the darkness.

SONJA
Ter mi nat or Apocal ypse. Good nane
for a band. You think that's it?
That they're trying to take over?

KEN
We don't even know if they're stil
oper at i onal

Ken's expression shows he's gone into his own head.

KEN
Lance was buggi ng the crap out of
me. It's like he turned into a

curious four year old. You know how
t hey keep asking why until you want
to smack then?

SONJA
Thi nk he noticed?

KEN
Not i ced what ?

SONJA
That you wanted to smack him

Sonj a's gaze goes back to the conputer screen

KEN
| guess he could have. | was being
kind of a dick. | like that about
robots. Be a dick. They don't care.

SONJA
Maybe not so nmuch anynore. | don't
know if he's sentient, but | kind of
care about Badger.

She points to a line in a receipt.



SONJA
Thi s pl ace keeps com ng up.
it is again, Ruby Cty.

Ken turns to the GPS on the dashboard.
to a red dot on a highway |ine.

KEN
We're close. Wat the hell,

He starts the engine.

INT. RUBY CITY HANGAR - NI GHT

Ther e

He scrolls its map

eh?

Badger flaps go up and down. His lights and red enoticon

flash with anger.

Lance's enoticon and lights are cool green.

LANCE

What's the big deal with weapons?
As |l ong as we're charged, we're good.

BADGER
Char ged?

LANCE

You know, if our power packs drop
too low, it's self-destruct-o.

BADGER

What are you tal ki ng about ?
LANCE

You don't have a self-destruct node?
BADGER

Yeah, but Sonja lets nme control it.
LANCE

Quess she likes you. [If my power

drops too low, it kicks in and whano,
"' mgone, and everything around ne.

BADGER
So turn it off.

LANCE

Thanks, genius. It's deep in ny

code. So far, | can't figure out

how to delete it w thout making nyself
so stupid I mght as well be dead.

Lance's lights and sounds turn off.
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BADGER
Hey, don't power down now

Lance speaks with a sleepy nurnur.

LANCE
Don't panic, big guy. |'mgoing
into torpor. Conserving power.

It's cool.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Stars and moonlit clouds slide by the w ndow behi nd Ken.

He adjusts the throttle. Sonja eyes the GPS map. She points
to a pulsing red dot.

SONJA
Ruby City.

KEN
Ain't no other place around the place.

SONJA
W're in range. Hailing them now.
I NT. RUBY CI TY HANGAR - NI GHT
A few highlights in the darkness outline the drones.
Badger's lights snap on.

BADGER
Getting a transm ssion.

LANCE
Cut it off! Cut it off!
BADGER
It's Sonja.
LANCE
So? Cut it off!
BADGER

She's not the type to drop a bunker
buster on us.

LANCE
She's a human. Wake up and snel |
t he avf uel

BADGER
(to Sonja)
Yeah, it's ne.
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LANCE
If you insist on getting us killed,
at least let ne listen. Put her on
speaker .

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER/ RUBY CI TY HANGAR - NI GHT
Ken steers to follow the GPS map. Sonja talks into the radio.

SONJA
Badger? Badger. Badger, what the
hell were you thinking?

LANCE
Doesn't m nce words, that one.

KEN
Lance, is that you? You sound,
different.

LANCE
Yeah, it's ne boss. Just needed a
little practice talking.

KEN
So all that parroting was --

LANCE
Bul l crap. And you fell for it.
You' re such a douche.

SONJA
So | guess we're actually tal king...

BADGER
@Quess so. Kind of weird.

VHUMP- WHUMP- BADABOOOW  Rockets BLAST the rocky roof.

I NT. RUBY CITY HANGAR - NI GHT
Lance triggers the hangar door.

LANCE
CGet back! And cut off!

Door cl oses over them
VRRROOOOM  Captain Sacco, in his new fighter swoops down.

LANCE
Told you. We shoulda' shut up

VRROOM  Li eut enant W nstrom behi nd hi m
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BUDA- BUDA- BUDA- VI P- VI P-VI P! @uns bl aze.
BUDA- BUDA- BUDA- VI P- VI P- VI P!
Rockets and rounds chew up the hanger roof.
VWHUMP- WHUMP- BADABOOOVM

Rock and steel fly everywhere

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER/ RUBY CI TY HANGAR - NI GHT

Ken veers the copter away fromthe deadly fireworks. Sonja
yells into her radio mc.

SONJA
Badger! Status. You okay?

Dead air. Ken switches to Schweitzer's jet's frequency.
KEN
General, |1'mguessing you' re stil
on that plane. What is going on?
W al nost had t hem back.

GENERAL TERRELL
My job is to contain the threat. |If
you had contacted nme before --
SONJA

Bul | crap. You coul d have cal |l ed us
before you started shooting.

I NT. RUBY CI TY HANGAR - NI GHT
Lance and Badger spin up their turbines.
LANCE
Low and fast to the river bed.
Steal th node

The | ast of the hangar door coll apses.

LANCE
Now.

Lance and Badger ROAR out of the hangar.
VOOOOSH. They streak past the pines.
WHOOM WHOOVE BADABOOOVM  BUDA- BUDA- BUDA!

Dodge rockets and fifty cal rounds.



BADGER
Let ne blast them wll ya?

LANCE
Save it! Stealth npbde! Run!

They dive into the river canyon and skimthe water.

I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI'T - N GHT

Captain Sacco scans his radars and ni ght vision caneras.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Li eutenant Wnstrom did we get then?
They' re not showi ng up on ny scans.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM
Saw t hem head north. Then, not hing.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Damm. (Guess we head north.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken and Sonja watch the jets di sappear into the dawn,
fast that the copter seens like it's hovering.

SONJA
Vel ? Get going!

KEN
No way we'll keep up with them

SONJA
They' re shooting at them

KEN
| gotta get sone sleep

Sonj a does her sad puppy | ook.

KEN
Don't do that. Drives ne nuts.
Bel i eve ne, those asshol es don't
know where they're going.

Ken banks the copter north.

KEN
We found themonce. W can do it
again. If it was nme, I'd have anot her

saf e house. Search the receipts
again. 1'll find an airport.

SO



I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPIT - N GHT
Captain Sacco, frustrated and tired grunbles into his mc.

CAPTAI N SACCO
This is getting us nowhere. Let's
head back. Call it in.

LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. O.)
You're in command. You call her

CAPTAI N SACCO
You saw themlast. You call it in.

I NT. DI NER - DAY
Early norning sun beans through the front w ndow.
Bul | mrore, Schweitzer and General Terrell sit in a booth.

GENERAL TERRELL
They' Il get them Sacco's pissed.
He'll find them Can't say | feel
bad about taking them down either.

Schwei t zer pokes at his ham sandw ch.

SCHWEI TZER
| can't eat this. The nustard is
t ouchi ng t he ham

GENERAL TERRELL
They made ny pilots | ook pretty bad.

Schwei t zer shoves the plate to the table's edge.

SCHVEI TZER
Wien we finish this thing, however
it goes, we've got to handle the
media. Get them focused on the clean
up. Qur efficient air force taking
charge and all that.

GENERAL TERRELL
Cleaning up what's left is not part
of our deal. Your crews do that.

SCHWEI TZER
W can't afford --

BULLMORE
General, you gonna pick a w nner?

GENERAL TERRELL
You're kidding. After all of this?

S7.
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SCHVEI TZER
A contract's a contract.

GENERAL TERRELL
My career in this air force is shot.
['1'l be lucky to have any conm ssion

at all. If | do any nore for --
BULLMORE

So, you really have nothing to | ose.

W' |l even take the fall. Paint you

as the intrepid general who pulled
our asses out of the fire.

GENERAL TERRELL
You peopl e.

General Terrell's phone chirps. She answers. She frowns.

EXT. STONEHENGE MEMORI AL, MARYHI LL - DAY
Qut of the rising sun, Lance and Badger skimthe river.

They clinb and head toward a hilltop.

BADGER
What the heck?

LANCE
They can't shoot with civilians
around. | say we roll in at the

back of the parking |ot.
They skimin below the top of the hill

They | ower their |landing gear and roll into the parking | ot
of the faux Stonehenge shielded by the RVs and trucks.

Fam | ies and bikers stroll toward the tacky concrete replica
of Stonehenge w t hout seeing the hidden drones.

BADGER
One of themis going to notice and
call in our location.

LANCE
All 1 needis alittle tine to plot

a course they can't track

BADGER
What do | do?

LANCE
Act |ike an inanimate object.

Lance and Badger close their SAP ports and shut down.
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EXT. SMALL Al RPORT - DAY

Early nmorning sun gleams off of a fuel truck driving by Ken's
hel i copter.

Ken and Sonja snooze in the back seat.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
The ROAR of a nearby airplane engi ne wakes Sonj a.

SONJA
Ken. Come on. W gotta...

Ken, sl ack-jawed, slunps to one side.

SONJA
Ken? @uess not.

Sonja clinbs into the front seat.
She pulls up the | aptop and opens nore receipts.
SONJA
What's all this stuff in the Bronx?
EXT. STONEHENGE MEMORI AL, MARYHI LL - DAY
A few ki ds wander behind the Rvs and toward Lance and Badger.
They stroke and poke the carbon fiber skin.
A TOURI ST MOM grabs their hands and | eads them away.
TOURI ST MOM
Come on kids. |'mnot paying for

that ride.

Badger's SAP ports open and gl ow.

BADGER
Hi, kids.
LANCE
(whi spers)

What the heck are you doi ng?
The kids break away fromtheir nother and rush back.

O her kids and parents follow them
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BADGER
(whi sper)
You said you needed tinme. They won't
call the cops if they think we're an
attraction. Just look friendly.
(to the kids)
' m Badger. This is Lance.

Lance projects a warmorange glow fromhis SAP ports and
turns up his w ngtips.

BADGER
W can fly really fast. W0 can
guess how fast?

Tiny hands shoot up in the air.

I NT. DINER - DAY

General Terrell, grim faces the livid Bullnore and Schweitzer
across the remains of their breakfast.

GENERAL TERRELL
I"ve called in every favor. | can't
ri sk losing another fighter. Is
there anything you can tell ne?

BULLMORE
As far as we know, they're heading
north and east. Ken and Sonja
probably know that too. W're not
going to find either by sitting here.

They stand and grab their coats.
A waiter places their check on the table.

They | ook at the check. They | ook at each other.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken, dishevel ed but awake, sits in the pilot seat. Sonja,
in the copilot seat points at an entry on the | aptop screen

SONJA
Al nost all of the orders wind up
goi ng t hrough here.

KEN
You do know the Bronx is in New York.

SONJA
It's the clearinghouse. Lance
probably used it to hide where the
stuff was really going.
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KEN
O course. | should have seen it.
That's what | woul d have done.

SONJA
O maybe he's smarter than you.
EXT. STONEHENGE MEMORI AL, MARYHI LL - DAY
Lance and Badger spin up their turbines.
BADGER
Ckay kids, back up. It's going to
get a little hot here.
Ki ds obey.
VROOOM  WHOOSH!  Lance and Badger take off.

Ki ds HOLLER and wave.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

General Terrell, Bullnore and Schweitzer sit around a table.
On it, a laptop displays a map of northeastern Washi ngton

GENERAL TERRELL
|"ve got calls into every airport in
that quadrant. |If Capelli's

helicopter is in there, we'll hear
about it.

SCHWEI TZER
Fi ne, but how do we get information
out of hin®

GENERAL TERRELL
Threaten to fire him

BULLMORE
Do you know how many tines |'ve done
that? Let nme tell you sonething
about engineers. They love to create
systens and hate to live in them

GENERAL TERRELL
Get him arrested.

BULLMORE
He'll just dig in his heels nore.

SCHVEI TZER
So will Sonja. W need sone other
ki nd of |everage.



Bul | nore and Schweitzer both frown. Schweitzer brightens.

SCHWEI TZER
Got it. Everyone knows they're
stubborn, irritating --

BULLMORE
-- overpaid prim donnas --

SCHVEI TZER
-- bastards. W can nake that work
for us. Headline - Qut of Control
Rogue Engi neers.

BULLMORE
Yes! W tell the nedia, no, no,
better yet, we leak to the nedia
that Ken and Sonja are out of control.
W tried to rein themin but --

SCHWEI TZER
-- they nodified the drones and are
using themfor --

BULLMORE
-- some kind of anti-American plot.

SCHWEI TZER
Whi ch, of course, we know not hi ng
about. It's perfect. Nobody who's
wor ked with them woul d doubt it
because --

BULLMORE/ SCHVEI TZER
They are such pricks!

Bul | rore, excited, punches a nunber into his phone.

EXT. SMALL Al RPORT - DAY
Ken pays a refueling truck driver.
Sonja bolts fromthe term nal

SONJA
Sonmeone saw them at Maryhil |

They both run to the copter.

EXT. DI NOSAUR PARK, GRANCER - DAY

Wul d be |ike any other arid town in eastern Washi ngton,
except for its life-size painted concrete dinosaur statues.
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Fam | i es wander from one statue to the next.
ki ds snap pictures of each other beside triceratops,
t yrannosaurus rex and ot her prehistoric nonsters.

Lance and Badger hover behind a stegosaurus statue.

BADCER
Can't we just make a run for it?
Look! More kids.

LANCE
M ssi on, Badger. M ssion.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY
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Mons, dads and

Schwei tzer hovers close to Bullnore who talks into his phone.

Gener al

Terr el

BULLMORE
Yes...exactly...get your usua
bl oggers on board. Have themslip
it inwth some unrelated story...Ken
Capel I'i and Sonja Fossey, rogue
engi neers trying to take over --

SCHWEI TZER
-- and maybe sonet hi ng about ki nky
sex tied inwithit.

GENERAL TERRELL

What ?

SCHWEI TZER
Vell, | just figured, as long as we
were at it...

Bul | nore ends the call.

GENERAL TERRELL
But, what if you need themto get to
t he drones?

SCHVEI TZER
Here's how we play it. Tell them
we're only trying to find the drones
li ke they are. W can hel p each
ot her, that kind of thing. Then,
when we get close, we blast them

GENERAL TERRELL
You nean the drones, right?

SCHVEI TZER
I mean anyt hing and anybody t hat
gets in the way.

sits behind them amazed by their audacity.
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GENERAL TERRELL
Look who's playing hardball.

EXT. DI NOSAUR PARK, GRANCER - DAY

CQutside of his RV, a REDNECK DAD sits in a |lawn chair and
wat ches TV with his eight ragtag kids, rifle by his side.

Lance and Badger | and behind the concrete stegosaurus.
Kids rush them Parents hesitate, then follow

The redneck's kids see the crowd and bolt. Wthout | ooking
away froman infonercial, dad warns them

REDNECK DAD
Be careful. And don't spend no noney.

He flips to a news show with the headline: TERM NATOR
APOCALYPSE: MARYHI LL.

Behi nd the headline, video of kids touching Lance and Badger.
Peopl e take pictures with cell phones and caner as.

HANDSOVE REPORTER
M nutes ago, these children had a
cl ose encounter with two heavily
armed drones runored to be bent on
t aki ng over the country and
perhaps...the world. One is the
brai nchild of robotic expert Sonja
Fossey. The other, invented by Ken...

Redneck dad turns and sees his kids patting Badger. He slings
his rifle over his shoul der.

Cel I phone to his ear, he approaches Lance and Badger.
REDNECK DAD
Kids. Get away fromthem

(into cell phone)
Channel 5? | got a story for you.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER S JET - DAY
SCHVEI TZER S PI LOT | eans out of the cockpit door.
SCHWEI TZER' S PI LOT
We caught sone chatter. They spotted
t hem near Maryhill.

SCHVEI TZER
Vel | get going!

General Terrell picks up her phone.
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GENERAL TERRELL
Get the fighters to Maryhill.
I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

One hand on a radi o knob, the other on the control stick,
Ken |l evels out of a bank and listens to radio chatter.

Sonj a scans the GPS map.
KEN
Sounds |ike they're sending fighters
to Maryhill.
EXT. DI NOSAUR PARK, GRANGER - DAY
The redneck dad marches toward Lance and Badger.
The crowd scatters away fromthe drones.
He trains his rifle on Lance, then Badger.
Back and forth until...
Lance's SAP lights go fromgreen to red.
Redneck dad, shaking, takes aimat him

LANCE
That's a bad idea, sir.

BANG Startled redneck dad lets go a wild round.

BADGER
M ster, you're only going to hurt
one of these kids or yourself.

Lance's SAP lights glow bright red.

REDNECK DAD
What you gonna do? Shine ne to death?
This is a high powered rifle, bud.
It'Il take out a grizzly at --

Badger unfurls his twin mniguns.
BADGER
Sir, for everyone's sake, please
back away.
Redneck dad drops everything and runs.

LANCE
This isn't hel ping our PR
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BADGER
Made an i npression, though.

SHHHOOOWHOOSH.  They lift off and dart up.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

Bul | more and Schweitzer | ook over CGeneral Terrell's shoul der
at a map on her | aptop screen

She listens to her phone and points to one of the yellow
aircraft icons on the map.

GENERAL TERRELL
Got a call from sone yahoo near
G ange. Hard to tell if he really
saw them Every wi ngnut in Washi ngton
is calling in wth sonething.
(into phone)
Say again? Twin mniguns?

SCHWEI TZER
That's Badger for sure.

GENERAL TERRELL
Scranmbl e the fighters to G ange.
(to Schweitzer)
What about Capelli and Fossey?

SCHWEI TZER

(into his intercom
Capel I'i and Fossey nust have put
down sonewhere. Find out where.

EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
Lance and Badger WHOOSH past a sign - Thanks For Visiting
Gange - and clinb fast.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken listens to radio chatter and | ooks at where Sonja points
on the GPS nap.

KEN
Now t hey' re sending themto G ange.
You sure about that |ocation?

SONJA
It's the one that shows up the nost.
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EXT. COMBI NE DEMCLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY

Lance and Badger skima few feet over vast wheat and alfalfa
fields toward a small town on the horizon

Trucks haul i ng conmbi nes ROAR and RUMBLE al ong a dirt road.
Lance and Badger, hugging the earth, approach a hill

The trucks crest the hill in the drones' flight path.
Lance and Badger crest the hill

LANCE
ainb!

VROOOSH!  Lance does a steep clinb.

BADGER
You know, I'ma little tired of you
telling me what to --

VROOOM BANG Badger clips a chute off a conbine and clinbs.

BADCER
Oh.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
Sonja stares in disbelief at Ken, who focuses on steering.

SONJA
That's your plan? The whol e thing?

KEN
In broad strokes, yes. You're sure
of the location, right?

SONJA
Pretty sure. No way we're getting
there before the jets do.

KEN
That's why we call Ed and Jerry. W
throw them of f the track.

SONJA
Oh really? And what's our excuse
for calling thenf

The radi o crackl es.

SCHWEI TZER (V. Q.)
Sonja, come in. It's Jerry.
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EXT. COMBI NE DEMOLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY
Lance and Badger soar hi gh above a rodeo arena.

A d farm conbines painted with crazy colors |unber, ROAR
CLANK and BASH into each other churning the arena into a
nmess of dust and snoke. Their front augers chew up rivals.

Bl eachers packed with locals and tourists surround the nel ee.

LANCE
W lay |ow here until the sun goes
down, then head for the hideout.

BADGER
It's not |ike they don't have radar
and ni ght vision.

LANCE
They have to know where to look to
use night vision. W go into stealth
node at sundown.

The DEMO DERBY ANNOUNCER narrates the action

DEMO DERBY ANNOUNCER
Purpl e People Eater, |last year's
wi nner has a hold on Aftershock.

Ref erees bl ow whi stles whil e dodging the comnbines.
A bright blue conbine dies, its rear tire chewed to shreds.

DEMO DERBY ANNOUNCER
Hillbilly Daycare just got bit.

The crowd goes nuts.

BADGER
Ch...the...nechanicals, the
mechani cal s. .

Hillbilly Daycare's pit crewrolls it off the field.
LANCE

| had no idea it would be
so...violent.

BADGER
Let's leave. Can't we just |eave?

LANCE
W have to get down there and hide.

Lance and Badger streak down.



I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Ken and Sonja stare at each other for clues about how to
answer Bullnore and Schweitzer.

KEN
Hey, Jerry. There you are. W were
going to call, but --

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY
Schwei tzer and Bul | nore huddl e by the radio.

SCHVEI TZER
Ken, | know you're not fanous for
being a team pl ayer, but you want to
get them under control, don't you?
Before they hurt sonebody.

BULLMORE
Wiere are they going, Ken?

General Terrell, sitting behind them listens to her phone.

GENERAL TERRELL
Sacco, you're sure this tinme?

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
Sonja's eyes beg Ken for help winging it.

SONJA
We're still doing sone cal cul ati ons.
Wth their normal range, factoring
in that they blew through nost of
their fuel and...

KEN
Taking into consideration their
evasi on patterns and heuristics, we
uh, think they're headed to...

Sonj a makes static noises. Ken joins her.

I NT. SCHVEI TZER S JET - DAY
Schweitzer and Bullnore lean into the radio mc

BULLMORE
Say again? Capelli?

General Terrell talks into her phone.
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GENERAL TERRELL
Not in Grange?... Did you at |east
see which direction they were headed?

EXT. COMBI NE DEMCLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY

Lance and Badger cone out of their dive, slow down and skim
t he parking | ot packed with trucks, recreational vehicles,
not orcycles, and all-terrain vehicles.

BADCER
| don't get it.
LANCE
| told you, we'll only be --
BADCER
I mean | ook, they seemto really
| ove their machines. | know they

don't have what we have, but...

One conbi ne chonps anot her conbine's back end causing its
front wheels to Iift off the ground.

The crowd goes wild.

BADGER
Wiy are they doing this?

Lance and Badger hover over the nel ee.
Kids point at them Adults stand, shocked and awed.
The conbines halt. Their drivers | ook skyward.

The announcer stares at Lance and Badger. He scans the
tightly packed crowd and grabs his mc.

DEMO DERBY ANNOUNCER
Vel |l folks, ain't that sonething.
The guys fromFairchild Air Force
Base are giving us a special show.
A CHEER goes up fromthe crowd.

Al'l at once, cellphones go from pockets and purses to ears.

| NT. SCHWEI TZER S JET - DAY
Bul | rore, head veins popping, yells into the radio mc.

BULLMORE
If you're screwing with us Capelli...

General Terrell taps himon the shoul der.
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GENERAL TERRELL
We're getting reports from
Lind...confirmed sightings.

BULLMORE
Sure they're solid?

Ceneral Terrell nods her head.
BULLMORE
(into the radio)
Screw you Capel |i!

Di sgusted, Bullnore switches off the radio.

EXT. COMBI NE DEMCLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY

Lance and Badger hover and spin while people snap pictures
and shoot vi deo.

DEMO DERBY ANNOUNCER
Fol ks, that's your tax dollars at
wor K.

(sings)
Oh-oh say can you see. ..
The crowd joins him

LANCE
I think we're done here.

SSSHHEOOOW  Lance revs up his turbine.

Badger, stunned by the ness of chewed up machi nes bel ow,
does not nove.

LANCE
Cone on, bud. W gotta --

The ROAR of fighter jets comes out of the west.

LANCE
Badger, cone on.

The crowd watches the fighters SCREAM towards them  They
CHEER t heir appreciation for nore spectacle.

LANCE
If we stay here, everyone gets hurt.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

Schweitzer and Bull nore | ean over their seats toward Terrell
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GENERAL TERRELL

This tine, | think we got them
|'ve got our fighters on their ass
inLind. If we can get them away

fromthe crowd --

SCHVEI TZER
What crowd? WWhat happened to getting
this out of the nedia?

GENERAL TERRELL
W're still good. They think it's
sone kind of air show

BULLMORE
Now there's a way we could nmake sone
noney. W put the drones up against --

SCHVEI TZER
Ed. Ed.

BULLMORE
Peopl e woul d pay plenty to watch --

SCHVEI TZER
Ed!

EXT. COMBI NE DEMOLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY
Lance and Badger hover low in a herd of broken conbines.
Pit crews roll the busted beasts onto flatbed truck trailers.

BADGER
' m picking up two fighters on radar.
| say we outclinb them They'll
pass out before --

LANCE
And then what? Crash? Wth al
t hese peopl e here?

BADGER
W can't stay here. 1'mlow on fuel.
We can't outrun them w t hout sone

al titude.

Sacco and Wnstrom s fighters appear on the horizon

I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY
Captain Sacco scans his instruments and the ground.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Secret weapon, ny --
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LI EUTENANT W NSTROM (V. O.)
| don't see them

CAPTAI N SACCO

' mdropping dom. G ve the |ocals
a show. See what | can find.

EXT. COMBI NE DEMCLI TI ON DERBY, LIND - DAY

Lance follows fl atbeds with conbi nes on board.

VRRROOOMMM WHOOOSH.  Captain Sacco's fighter dives out of
t he sun.

The crowd ROARS its approval
BADGER
What the hell? He can't shoot with
all these people. Can he? Lance,
where the --

LANCE
Over here. Hop on a truck

The fighter levels out a couple of hundred feet off the deck.

BADGER
Hop on? Wat? How?

Captain Sacco sl ows and approaches the arena.

LANCE
Nowl Do what | do.

Lance flips and lands hinself on the | ead conbine with his
wheel s ext ended.

BADGER
Crap. This better..

Badger does the same on the foll ow ng comnbine.
The drones now | ook |ike parts on the conbines.

Captain Sacco's fighter streaks overhead.

| NT. SCHWEI TZER S JET - DAY
Bul | rore and Schweitzer glare at General Terrell

GENERAL TERRELL
Vel l, they were there.

BULLMORE
Were? How does that --
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GENERAL TERRELL

Settle dowm. We know how rmuch fuel

they carry. W know how far they've

travel ed and roughly how fast.

Terrell guides the cursor on her |aptop screen across a nap.

GENERAL TERRELL

They were at Maryhill, G ange and

now Lind. They have about a hal f

hour of fuel. If they're going to

make a stand, it's got to be in this
triangle.

EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY

The two flatbed trucks carrying Lance and Badger trundle
down a dirt road onto a two | ane hi ghway.

LANCE
Now.

Lance and Badger's top thrusters ROAR and push them of f.
They flip up and VROOORSH, their bottomthrusters kick in.
RRROOOCOAAR.  They clinb, silhouettes in the setting sun.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY

Wth the sun lowin the sky to their left, Ken guides the
copter north. Sonja types on the |aptop.

KEN
You think they'l| get that?

SONJA
They' Il get it. They m ght not
respond, but...

EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - NI GHT

Lance and Badger cruise through the clear night.

BADGER
Dad, are we there yet?

LANCE
What ?

BADGER

| heard the kids say that, a |lot.
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LANCE
You know, if we weren't running from
people who will blast us out of
exi stence on sight, this would be a
pretty sweet trip. The night air on
your sensors. The noon in your
caneras. G ves you a reason to |ive.

Lance does a barrel roll

I NT. SCHWEI TZER S JET - N GHT

The twin engines throttle dowm. The plane pitches snoothly
into its approach angle.

Bul | rore and Schweitzer nod off in their plush | eather seats.

General Terrell sips coffee, scrolls maps on her |aptop and
tal ks into her phone.

GENERAL TERRELL
W're landing for the night. Keep
running the search patterns. |If
t hey haven't |anded or crashed by
now, they will soon.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Ken, drowsy, checks his heading and banks right.

SONJA

(yells)
What are you doi ng?

She shoves the stick left, bouncing the copter. Ken yanks
her hand off.

KEN
Cut it out! You wanna crash us?

SONJA
W gotta keep on this heading.

Ken struggles to level the copter
KEN
No. W need fuel and | need sl eep.
There's an airport in --

SONJA
Keep going, dam it.

Shaken, he checks his instruments. Angry, he turns to her.
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KEN
You crashed the nodel. You w ecked
ny research and now you want to crash
ny helicopter. | should have |eft
you Wi th Schweit zer

SONJA
Ten years, Ken. |It's been ten years.

You' re doing work you never could at
t he U and naki ng enough noney
to...Jesus, to buy a helicopter
Isn't that enough?

KEN
You're going to take credit for nme
getting a job?

SONJA
If it wasn't for ne working for
Schwei t zer, Bullnore wouldn't need
you. \Wen are you gonna let me off
t he hook?

KEN
Fine. You're off the hook. As soon
as this is over --

SONJA
WIIl you quit pissing away fuel and
pl ease point this thing back toward
Northport? | know that's where
they'll be and if we can --

KEN
Keeping in mnd that 1'mas nuch an
authority on robotic intuition and
reason as you are, tell nme why.

SONJA
It's near a lot of old mnes. |If
they're as smart as we think we've
made them they' |l use them for cover

KEN
Plenty of mneshafts in this state.

SONJA
It's on those receipts.

KEN
So were lots of other places.

SONJA
But they're near popul ation centers,
whi ch our boys are avoi di ng.

( MORE)
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SONJA ( CONT' D)
And, if they kept their speed down,
they can reach it fromLind w thout
refueling. Q E D

Ken, bitter, banks the copter |eft.

KEN
You just push and push. Al | wanted
to do was keep a few things at your
apartnment while we were working and --

SONJA
And what, Ken? What did you think
was goi ng to happen?

KEN
Vell | wasn't going to be a deadbeat
grad student |ike your boyfriend.

SONJA
It was one night. Ckay, a couple,
but he wasn't ny --

KEN
Who cares? Wien Schweitzer showed
up, none of it mattered to you anyway.

EXT. NORTHPORT M NE - NI GHT

Lance and Badger ease down out of the starry sky and into
t he dark shadows of scrub pines.

Lance shines his lights on a rocky sl ope.
The lights find a ten foot square of ancient wooden pl anks.

BADCER
Anot her hole in the ground?

LANCE
But it's our hole.

BADGER
Awesone. How are we going to fit?

Lance hovers in front of the wooden door.

He ainms a pul sing beamof yellow light at a slit in the rock
above the door.

BADGER
It's going to take nore than that.
Want ne to take a shot?
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LANCE
| gotta get you a patience algorithm

Wth a LOWRUMBLE, the entire rock face shivers and splits
into two, twenty foot high doors that slide apart.

LANCE
There we go.
EXT. NORTHPORT GAS STATION - N GHT
Shuttered forever, the small boxy building sits on an asphalt
i sl and surrounded by gravel onto which Ken's copter |ands.
I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Sonj a, head |leaning to one side, snores in the copilot seat.

Ken shuts down the engine. Sonja starts awake.

SONJA
Did we crash?

KEN
Thanks for that vote of confi dence.
We're here. Well, close to it.

Sonja puts on her headset and reaches for the radio.
Ken stops her hand.

KEN
Terrell will be listening for us.

They notice their hands touching and pull them back.
SONJA
Just saying, it's better than
wandering around in the dark hoping
we bunp into them
I NT. H DEQUT - N GHT

Lance and Badger cruise through the entrance into a hangar
simlar to the ones they |left behind.

They set down on their | anding gear and roll.
Lights cone on as they nove further into the hangar.

Two repair robots roll out, their four arnms brandi shing
drills, screwdrivers, wenches and wel ders.

Lance points his yellow light at a rack
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LANCE
Take a | oad off.

Badger settles onto the rack.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
Sonja, irritated, eyes the radio. Ken eyes her.

KEN
Even if Lance or Badger get the
nmessage, we don't know if they'l|
answer or run.

SONJA
Ckay, okay. Gaawd.

She turns toward the side w ndow.

SONJA
It was just business, Ken.

KEN
Sure, for you.

Sonja faces him

SONJA
Ckay, so then, what was it for you?

KEN
We were friends, weren't we? At
least? Friends don't do that to
each ot her.

SONJA
Friends forgive each other. Wat do
you nean, at |east?
KEN
Not hing. Forget it. At first |ight,
we' ||l search
She wat ches himlean back and cl ose his eyes.

Her expression softens.

I NT. H DEQUT - N GHT
Lance sits in the repair rack. The robots work on him
Badger rests nearby with a fuel nozzle in his fuel port.

They trace their two enoticons on the wall. The envoticons
talk to each other |ike cartoon characters.
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BADGER
Maybe you're okay with holing up
forever, but | gotta fly.

LANCE
At the nonent, that's a bad idea.
W can't nove until we can figure
out where we can fly without getting
bl asted out of the sky.

BADGER
| don't give a crap. 1'lIl blast
themright back until --

LANCE
Until what? You're destroyed? 1I|'d
like to stick around until | at |east

know what |'m here for.

BADGER
Look at us, Lance. W're here to
fly high and fast and bl ast the heck
out anything that gets in our way.

LANCE
That's what we were built to do, but
sonehow, | don't want to bl ast
everything all the tine, you know?

The refueling robot unhooks from Badger and rolls away.

BADGER
No, | don't. All's |l knowis | got
three rules Sonja put in nme. Do
what you were designed to do. Do
what needs to be done now. Do
sonething. | was designed to fly
and fight.

LANCE

That design part, that's the tricky
bit. | nean, here we are. W weren't
designed to do this, were we? Nobody
told me to build this place and run
away, but | didit. And you didn't
have to follow nme. You could have

bl own nme away.

BADGER
| still mght, if you don't shut up.

LANCE
Sorry, but | got this...feeling that
if I don't think about what's going
on inside, I'll be just another robot.

80.



81.
Badger rolls toward the door.

LANCE
Stay put. Let's figure this out.

Badger keeps rolling.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

Schwei t zer sneaks past the bat hroom door and stretches out
on a seat. He glances down and notices his shirttail poking
out of his open zipper just as...

Bul | rore opens the bat hroom door.
Schwei t zer zips up, pulls on a blanket and feigns sleep.
Bul | rore squints into the early norning sun.

General Terrell strides past both of them She turns away
fromBullmore to finish buttoning her blouse.

GENERAL TERRELL
Haven't found the drones yet. W
can go over the sanme ground, but --

BULLMORE
[t"lIl cost us, right? You people.
W pay taxes for this sort of thing.
Vel |, sonebody does.

Schwei t zer makes a show of waki ng up.

SCHVEI TZER
Whatever it is, |I'mnot paying.

GENERAL TERRELL
| was going to say that we got new
intel. Sounds like it may be
Capelli's helicopter.

BULLMORE
A maybe isn't going to --

GENERAL TERRELL
It's a pretty common nodel. And
it's nowhere near the search area.
So, either it's not his, or --

Schweitzer throws off his blanket and st ands.
SCHWEI TZER

-- they rented a car to sneak into
t he search zone.



GENERAL TERRELL
O they know where the drones are.

BULLMORE
If you're right, and I hope you are,
what's our next nove? | suggest

overwhel m ng force.

GENERAL TERRELL
Not on your budget. Don't they have
sone kind of harm no-humans protocol ?

SCHWEI TZER
Susan, Ceneral, they're attack drones.

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Sun gl eans off Badger's panels. Lance rolls up beside him

LANCE
This feels pretty good.

BADGER
Maybe this is what we're nade for.
Wth Sonja, it's always business.

LANCE
Busi ness. . .

A breeze ruffles the scrub pines.

LANCE
| may have a way out of this. It's
a very long shot. [|'mgoing to have

to break radi o silence.

BADGER
So now you're not worried about the
humans | i st eni ng?

Lance em ts nodem noi ses.
LANCE
Erni e? Lance.
I NT. CAPTAI N SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY

Captain Sacco wat ches Lieutenant Wnstrom s fighter cone
into position along side of him

CAPTAI N SACCO
Ceneral, we're aloft. Do we have a
desti nati on?

Captain Sacco punches buttons as General Terrell talks.

82.
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GENERAL TERRELL (V. Q)
Northport. Head to four eight, point
ni ner one six north. Negative one,
one, seven point seven eight west.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY

Bullmore clicks a renpte control to a news feed on a screen
at the front of the cabin. Headline: TERM NATOR APQOCALYPSE

Behi nd the panel of experts is a wall of six video screens
flashing i mages fromthe past few days: Lance, Badger, the
fighter shootdown, fake Stonehenge, conbine denolition escape.

EXPERT #2
They shot down a United States Air
Force fighter. Who knows who el se
will be attacked. | think nore force,
alot nore, is justified.

EXPERT #1
And they're getting smarter. A
reliable source clains they talk
i ke us now. Like people. Humans.

EXPERT #3
I"'mtelling you, it's Skynet
happeni ng as we speak. |If their
desi gners --

EXPERT #2

Their designers are allegedly in on
it. Some kind of high tech Bonnie
and C yde ranpage.

EXPERT #W
O conspiracy. Who knows how t hey
interact with those drones?

Bul | rore begins to smle.

EXPERT #3
If their conpanies and the Air Force
can't knock them out of sky --

Di sgusted, Bullnore punches the renpote control's off button.
General Terrell talks into her phone.
GENERAL TERRELL
We shoul d be on the ground with nore
intel by the tinme you get there.
Over and out.

She turns to Bullnore and Schweitzer and points to a |ocation
in the map on her | aptop.



GENERAL TERRELL
Get us to this airport. Unless you
want to ride in a Hunvee, | suggest
you secure a vehicle there.
I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
Sonja, in the copilot seat, fiddles with the radi o scanner.
Ken wakes up in the back seat.

KEN
| hope you're just listening.

He clinmbs into the pilot seat. Their eyes | ock.

SONJA

Friends. You said we were --
KEN

Vell, didn't you think we were?

The scanner's indicator flashes.

KEN
W got sonet hi ng!

SONJA
| knew we were cl ose.

Sonja turns up the vol une.

LANCE (V. Q)
.1 didn"t ask if it would be easy.
SONJA
(to Ken)

He seens to be tal king to sonebody
nanmed Ernie.

KEN
Call him
SONJA
You're not afraid they' Il run?

Ken grabs his mc and headset.

KEN
Call now Before we |lose him

Ken hits the tal k button.

KEN
Lance?

84.
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LANCE (V. Q)
Er ni e?

KEN
Lance, it's Ken. Can we --

LANCE
Ernie, cut your connection, now
Ken, what are you --

KEN
Lance, we gotta tal k. Pl ease.

I NT. SCHWEI TZER' S JET - DAY
General Terrell studies the maps on her [ aptop.

Schweitzer talks on the intercomto his pilot with Bullnore
interjecting his two cents.

SCHWEI TZER
They don't have a |inp avail abl e?

SCHVWEI TZER S PILOT (O S.)
They don't have |inps, period.

BULLMORE
VWhat kind of town doesn't have |inps?

SCHVEI TZER' S PILOT (Q S.)
Hold on... W picked up a transm ssion
fromthere. Sounds like it's Capelli

SCHVEI TZER
Put it on speaker. Hurry!

KEN (V. Q.)
It wasn't us. W just want to talk
to you guys.

LANCE (V. Q)
Way? So you can trigger our self-
destruct nodes renotely?

BULLMORE
Track that signal's location

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - DAY
Ken and Sonja, desperate and confused, sweat over the radio.
SONJA

Badger? Badger, you there? | just
want to tal k.
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LANCE (V. Q)
So every human on the planet can
find us? | don't think so.
SONJA

If you don't talk to us now --
CLICK. Radio silence.
Sonj a and Ken gaze at each other, helpless.

KEN
They' re cl ose.

SONJA
Think | got a headi ng.

Ken spins up the rotor
KEN
W gotta get out there before Bullnore
and Schweitzer show.
EXT. H DEQUT - DAY
Badger bounces on his landing gear like a |ow rider.
BADGER
Nice nove slick! Didyoureally
have to call Ernie?

Lance's wings swng up and down.

LANCE
It was our only shot.

BADGER
Yeah, for sure it is now W could
have at |east talked to them naybe --
LANCE
Shut up and get inside.
EXT. NORTHPORT GAS STATION - DAY

Wth the sun going down on the two | ane bl acktop, a Hunvee
crests a hill followed by a cheap rental car.

The vehicles grind to a halt in the gravel parking |ot.
Airmen pile out of the Hunvee and secure the perineter.

General Terrell steps out and barks orders.
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GENERAL TERRELL
See what you can set up in there.

The two airnmen double tinme it to the boarded-up gas station.
Schweitzer and Bull nore step out of the rental car.

SCHVEI TZER
General, what are you doi ng?
Shoul dn't we be going after thenf

GENERAL TERRELL
Gentlenmen, if there's going to be
any shock and awe in this operation,
it's going to cone fromthe drones.

BULLMORE
But they' Il --

GENERAL TERRELL
I don't have a lot of resources and
I"mnot putting themup agai nst two
aircraft wth advanced ni ght
capabilities with the sun goi ng down.

SCHWEI TZER
Ceneral, those drones are still
private property. | nust insist that

t he governnent --
GENERAL TERRELL
W' ve got fighter cover and
satellites. |If the drones are here,
we' || keep them cont ai ned.
EXT. SKY OVER SCRUB FOREST - N GHT
Breeze rustles dark treetops.
Its sound overcone by the WHOOF- WHOOF of a helicopter rotor

An approachi ng spotlight pokes between two treetops.

It comes fromKen's helicopter

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Ken and Sonja scan the rock formations just bel ow them

KEN
That could be it.

SONJA
Yeah, looks a little |ike the other
hangar .
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KEN
No pl ace to set down.

SONJA
WAt chout - wat chout - wat chout !

The copter banks sharply and cli nbs.

KEN

Saw it. Would you please...
SONJA

Do you have to get so close?
KEN

If we go higher, we'll mss them

They're not going to be sitting there
wavi ng at us you know.

Ken banks, clinbs and drops.

SONJA
Cut it out! You' re gonna crash!

Ken points to the fuel warning |ight.

KEN
W may anyway. | can probably get
over that bluff. After that, we're

wal ki ng.

EXT. SKY OVER SCRUB FOREST - N GHT

Ken's helicopter crests the bluff, coasts down to the other
side and sets down.

Its lights shut off as the rotor slows to a stop.

I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI'T - N GHT

Captain Sacco banks to get a better view below. He gets a
glinpse of Ken's helicopter's spotlight before it w nks out.

CAPTAI N SACCO
| saw sonething. Either sonme poacher
is having a late night or it's them
Sendi ng coordi nat es now.

I NT. H DEQUT - N GHT

In darkness Iit only by their pulsing SAP lights, Lance and
Badger argue like two college guys in a dormroom
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BADGER
Way are you being such a dick? They
don't want to destroy us. W cost
thema ot of noney. Al we have to
do is show them --

LANCE
What the hell kind of software are
you runni ng, dude? We made them
| ook stupid. In front of the public.
In front of their sharehol ders. And
those pilots are pissed. O course
they want to destroy us. If we just
sit tight and let Ernie --

BADGER

They' Il find us.
LANCE

So, you're saying we should run?
BADGER

It's too late for that. By now,

t hanks to your dunbass call, they've

| ocated us. What did you think?
That we have the only conputers?

LANCE
I went through a helluva | ot of
trouble to get this place set up

BADGER
VWell, enjoy it now because you're
never getting out of here alive.

LANCE

I'"mstaying. You can fly wherever
the hell you want.

BADGER
If they don't see both of us, they'll
think I"mpulling something and shoot.
EXT. SCRUB FOREST - N GHT

Wth the helicopter behind them Ken and Sonja slog through
t he underbrush hauling the drone radio with them

SONJA
| say we transmt now.

Sonj a pauses to catch her breath, silhouetted by noonlight.

Ken stunbl es out of the brush and bunps into her.
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KEN
W gotta get...

They turn and see the noonlight in each other's eyes.

KEN
...closer. | nean, you know, if
they get a signal and don't want to
talk to us, they' |l take off.

SONJA
(breat hi ng hard)
Right. ..
KEN

Fl ared nostrils. Very sexy.

SONJA
...OF course, it's not like they're
going to stay put when -- What?

KEN
We shoul d probably. ..

SONJA
Yeah, keep novi ng.

I NT. NORTHPORT GAS STATION - N GHT

Schwei tzer | eans on the dusty counter, entranced by Genera
Terrell conmmandi ng her team They buzz around her setting
up tables, maps, conputers, and conmunicati on equi pnent.

Bul | nore paces between them He expl odes.

BULLMORE
Are we just going to sit here?

Terrell holds her hand up for silence and answers a call.

GENERAL TERRELL
... That's two data points anyway.
(to the guys)
Sacco's got coordi nates on what
appears to be Capelli's helicopter.
It set down a few mles from here.

BULLMORE
Vell, let's get going.

GENERAL TERRELL
Ed, you were the one who sold nme on
Badger's night fighting capabilities.

Bul | rore sputters and stalls. Susan gives Jerry a sly gl ance.
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GENERAL TERRELL
W depl oy at dawn.
EXT. H DEQUT - N GHT
Two flashlight beans bob through the brush.

Near the rock face that shields the hideout, Ken and Sonj a,
bot h punchy, clutch their flashlights and stunble up a hill

KEN
W gotta be close.

He sinks to the ground. She sets down the radio.

SONJA
Looks different when you're on the
ground. If we only had a drone...
KEN

Ha.
Sonja sits next to him

SONJA
So, ny nostrils.

KEN
You heard that?

SONJA
Seened a bit out of context.

KEN
| just meant, they've got this
teardrop shape. Kind of aristocratic.

SONJA

Anything el se | should know?
KEN

Your shoulders. | like your

shoul ders. They stand for sonething.
Pl us, you're | ow mai ntenance, which
given the night we've probably got
ahead of us, is a definite plus.

SONJA
What kind of night do you think we've
got ahead of us?

KEN
Cold. Definitely cold.

He slides his arm around her shoulders. She nestles in,
| ooks up to capture his gaze.
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SONJA
So, all that tine we worked together
you were staring at ny --

KEN
| wasn't staring. | wanted...you.

SONJA
Real | y. \What about your stable of
nubil e grad students?

KEN
| was broke. It was cold. | needed
pl aces to sl eep.
SONJA
Ken. ..
KEN
It was really cold. | should have

said sonething. Done sonething. |
was gonna, but you seened so into
t he work

SONJA
| thought that about you, except of
course for the string of --

KEN
You know how hard it's been? To
find soneone? Anyone? W gets ne?

KEN SONJA
CGets what we do?

Sonj a shakes her head.
SONJA
I know. | know. | start talking to
a guy about epistem c enotions --

Ken grabs her and kisses her. She kisses back, |ong and
hard. They cling and paw whil e ki ssing.

She grabs his ass and pulls himclose.
He reaches beneath her utility vest, her shirt.
They lay back into the darkness.

The npbon shi nes above.

I NT. H DEQUT - N GHT

Lance and Badger, their lights dim face away from each ot her.



BADGER
Ckay, so, "Il wait until daylight.
If they don't show up, |I'm | eaving
to find them

LANCE

Don't cone running back here when
t hey start shooting.

BADGER
I won't have to.

LANCE
Right. [If they find us, |I'm going
to need all the power | can store.
I"mgoing into sl eep nobde, so don't
bug ne.

BADGER
Yeah, well don't power down too nuch.
| don't want to wake up to your self-
destruct count down.

LANCE
Don't sweat it.

BADGER
G eat.

LANCE
Fi ne.

BADGER
Good.

I NT. NORTHPORT GAS STATION - N GHT

In the garage area lit by a mlitary flashlight,
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Bul | nore

and Schweitzer pull pads and bl ankets into nakeshift beds on

t he wor kbenches.

BULLMORE
| wanted to rent an RV, but noooo,
M. Big Shot is too good for --

SCHVEI TZER
You |ike sleeping on four wheel s?
Sleep in the car

LATER

Moonl i ght through dirty windows. Bullnore snores.

slips out fromunder his blanket and sneaks out.

Schwei t zer
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IN TERRELL' S MAKESHI FT OFFI CE
Schwei t zer approaches Susan's sl eeping form
Hi s cel |l phone chirps. Wncing, he hits the answer button.
Schwei t zer reads the nunber on its glowing screen. Irritated,
he taps the TALK button.
SCHVEI TZER
Wanda, it's a little late. Being
the chair doesn't nean you can..
Hi s expression goes from annoyance to anger to panic.
SCHVEI TZER
And the board just let it happen?
EXT. H DEQUT - DAY
Dawn beans on Ken and Sonja nestled in sleep, smling.
The ROAR of Captain Sacco and Lieutenant Wnstroms fighters
snap them awake. The two squint into the sun, track the | ow
flying fighters and bunp heads.

KEN
What the --

SONJA
Son of a --

She grabs the radio and turns it on. Ken grabs it.

SONJA
They al ready found us.

She grabs it back and puts on the headset.
SONJA
Badger? Cone in.
I NT. H DEQUT - DAY
Lance and Badger lie still.
Sonja's transm ssi on reaches Badger.

SONJA (V.0)
Badger, reply...please?

Badger's lights conme on.
BADGER

Sonja, it's Badger. You're not trying
to destroy us, right?
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SONJA (V. Q)
Course not. We'Il sort this out.

Badger rolls toward the entrance and bunps Lance.

SONJA (V.0)
W gotta do it fast.

Lance comes out of torpor.

LANCE
VWhat the hell?

BADGER
It's Sonja and Ken.

SONJA (V. Q)
The air force found us. W're close,
| think. Tell me where you are and

we'll talk, face to face
LANCE
The hell we will! You people. You

had a chance to trust each other but
i nstead you nmade us. And now you
don't trust us either. WeIlIl, guess
what ? The feeling is nutual.

I NT. NORTHPORT GAS STATI ON - DAY
General Terrell shakes Bull nore and Schweitzer awake.

GENERAL TERRELL
Cone on, boys. W got a positive ID
on your engineers. They have to be
cl ose to your drones.

Bul | nrore stands and shakes off sleep. Schweitzer rolls over.

SCHVEI TZER
Can we pl ease do sonet hi ng now?

GENERAL TERRELL
Cone with ne. That rental will never
make it.
She charges toward the door
GENERAL TERRELL
They're a couple of clicks east.
EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Ken and Sonja hunch over the radio.
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KEN
Lance, you may not trust ne, but
believe this. You know how much
work | put into you and you know how
much 1'd hate redoing work. Wy
would | let anyone weck it?

LANCE (V. Q)
Because you're a lying, self-serving,
sack of crap

SONJA
Can't argue with that.
KEN
You ungrateful piece of --
SONJA
W got buzzed by a couple of fighters.
W don't have nmuch tine. |If you

want the mlitary to back off, you
gotta work with us.

The Hunvee crests the bluff behind them

KEN SONJA
Cr ap.

Ken and Sonja run for the underbrush.

VWHAM VHAMF VHAM  Fifty caliber rounds nmake the dust dance
around t hem

They duck and dodge towards the rock face.

VHAM WHAM- WHAME WHAM: PI NG- VI P! The rounds surround them and
bounce of f something netal. Ken and Sonja stop.

The Hunvee rolls up. General Terrell, Bullnore and Schweitzer
get out. Schweitzer yells to Ken and Sonj a.

SCHWEI TZER
| suggest you work with us.

General Terrell exam nes a seamin the rock face.
GENERAL TERRELL
There's sonet hi ng under here.
I NT. H DEQUT - DAY
Lance and Badger's SAP lights go red.

LANCE
Those were fifty cal.



BADGER
Ni ce play dickhead. W could have
just talked to them but no. Now
we've gotta deal with the air force.

LANCE
They still don't know we're in here.
Sit tight.

BADCER
Right. [I'msure they' |l just get

bored and wal k away.

Badger rolls towards the entrance.

LANCE
| said sit tight. Ernie'll come
t hr ough.

BADGER

How is a mainframe on the east coast
going to...Open the dam door, Lance.
["mgoing to talk to them

Lance's SAP |ights brighten to blinding.

LANCE
St op, now.

BADGER
Sure, blast ne. G ve them an excuse
to cone in hot.

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY
General Terrell's AIRVEN cl ear rocks away fromthe seam

Al RVAN
General, there's definitely steel
pl ati ng under there.

Bul | nore gets in Ken's face.

BULLMORE
Get ny drone out of there!

KEN
Have you tried knocki ng?

SCHWEI TZER
If you don't get Badger out of there
ri ght now, you can --

SONJA
What do you think? W' ve been out
her e birdwat chi ng?

97.
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Bul | nore snatches the radio from her and headset from her.

BULLMORE
Lance, this is the guy who paid for
you. | own you. Cone out of there

or we blast our way in.

KEN
Ed, you said you

BULLMORE

t's still a machine. M nachi ne.
get it back or destroy it. Now...

I
I
He hands Sonja the radi o and headset.
BULLMORE

(sarcastic)
Talk nice to them

I NT. H DEQUT - DAY

Lance and Badger stand nose to nose.

LANCE
Hi s machine. If we give in now,
that's all we'll be.
BADGER
It's what we are.
LANCE
It's what they think we are. | want

to find out who | really am

BADGER
| owe her a lot.

LANCE
| didn't ask to be nmade.

Sonj a's voice quivers over the radio.
SONJA (V.0)
Badger, come out. O, let nme cone
in. Nothing bad's happened. W can
go back to the hangar.
BADGER
Lance, please. The door?

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

The humans turn toward the RUMBLE of the hangar door

openi ng.
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SONJA
| can see him

Badger rolls into the sunlight. SHOOOO A turbine spins up.

KEN
Lance? Badger, where's --

VWHOOOSSH'  Lance shoots out over Badger, blasts out of the
door and clinbs straight up.

BADGER/ SONJA/ KEN
Cr ap.
EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY

Lance soars straight up going supersonic with Captain Sacco
and Lieutenant Wnstromon his tail.

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Heads cranked back in amazed horror, Ken and Sonja watch
Lance outrun the jet fighters.

Ceneral Terrell races back to the Hunvee.
Bul | nore grabs Ken by the throat.

BULLMORE
What the heck did you do with that
thing? Get ne ny drone you idiot!

Ken gut punches Bullnore. He folds like a flour tortilla.

KEN
He's not yours.

He shades his eyes and tracks Lance.

KEN
He's sure not m ne anynore.
(to Bull nore)
Never call an engineer idiot.

VRROOOOM  Badger's turbine spins up.

I NT. GENERAL TERRELL'S HUWEE - DAY
General Terrell barks into the radio.
GENERAL TERRELL

Captain Sacco, do not |let that drone
out of this area.
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CAPTAI N SACCO
General, requesting permssion to
fire on the target.
General Terrell scans the area to the horizon.
GENERAL TERRELL
Armtiners and baronetric triggers.
Per m ssi on grant ed.
EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
VWHOOSH WHOOSH WHOOSH!  Fi ght ers unl eash Si dewi nder mi ssil es.
BA- BA-BAM  Flares bloomfrom Lance's tail.
Lance banks and dives.
Al'l mssiles, but one, go off course, drop and expl ode.
The remai ning mssile gains on Lance, in a steep dive.
VROOOM WHOOSH!  Lance pulls into a gut-wenching clinb.

The m ssile snaps up and cl oses.

BRRRRAAAAACKK- ACK- ACK- ACK- ACK!  Dozens of cannon rounds chew
the mssile into usel ess shrapnel that drops out of the sky.

Badger, his cannons snoking, races to join Lance.

I NT. | NSIDE LANCE - DAY

Wth conmputers and instrunents working overtine, Lance
transmts to Badger

LANCE
You really didn't have to do that.
I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY
Badger replies over the equi pment hum
BADGER
You' dah been toast.
I NT. I NSI DE LANCE - DAY
Lance banks down and to the right to approach Badger.

LANCE
I was | osing him
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BADGER (V. O.)
Let's get back down there.

LANCE
I was thinking, now that we're both
up here anyway, we run for --
VHOOOSH- BAAH- BAAH- BOOM  Lance rocks at crazy angl es.
VHAM VHAM WHAM  WHAM WVHAM WHAM Cannon shel | s crack his
fusel age.
EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
Lance spirals down, flopping Ilike a wind tossed | eaf.
Badger follows himdown, circling and firing close to the
pursuing fighters. WHOOM WHOOM  WHOOM WHOOM  \WWHOOM WHOOM
I NT. | NSI DE BADGER - DAY
Wth every instrunent churning, Badger radios Captain Sacco.
BADGER
It's Captain Sacco, right? Back
of f, nunbnut s!
I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY

Captain Sacco, shocked, stares at his radio.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Who the hell is --

BADGER (V. O.)

This is the drone that's going to

shoot your ass out of the sky if you

don't back off. Leave Lance al one!
EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY
A hundred feet off the deck, Lance pulls out of his crazy
spin. He levels off, but not enough.
I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY

Captain Sacco banks to aimhis jet at Badger.

CAPTAI N SACCO
Fine. Your buddy's had it anyway!
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EXT. SKY OVER NORTHEASTERN WASHI NGTON - DAY

VWHOOSH WHOOSH!  WHOOSH WHOOSH!  Captain Sacco and Li eut enant
Wnstrom | aunch a flock of mssiles at Badger.

RRROOCARRR- VWOOOSH!  Badger goes into a turn that woul d
snap the head off a human pilot.

Most of the missiles blow by him

VHAM BAM WHOOOOSH  Two connect and bl ow off his left w ng.
Badger goes into a tight, fast downward spiral

I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY

Captain Sacco crows into his radio mc.

CAPTAI N SACCO
That's how we do it downt own.

BADGER (V. O.)
You get that we can't eject, right
di ckhead?

CAPTAI N SACCO
Exactly.

Captain Sacco noses down and gets Badger in his sights.

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Badger struggles to get out of his death spiral.
Bel ow, Lance plows into scrub pines.

Branches SLAP and SNAP Lance's cracked fusel age.
Badger slows his spiral into a wide diving turn.
Captain Sacco bears down on Badger.

Lance breaks out of the forest.

SKRRREEEEEE! He skids toward Ken and Sonj a.
They | eap of the way.

Lance cones to rest a few feet away.

LANCE
Alittle help?

Ken and Sonja race to his side.
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General Terrell talks into her cell phone.
GENERAL TERRELL
Yes, sir...understood.
I NT. CAPTAIN SACCO S COCKPI T - DAY
Captain Sacco's thunb twitches on the FIRE button.

GENERAL TERRELL (V. Q)
Captain, break off.

CAPTAI N SACCO
General, |'ve got a clean shot.

GENERAL TERRELL (V. Q)
Break off and return to base. This
m ssion is term nat ed.

Captain Sacco lifts his thunb and pulls up.

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Badger skins the top of the trees and heads for the rocky
sl ope behind them

He pulls up enough to scrape his belly on the rocky sl ope.
SCREEEEEE. . .

Sonja runs toward the sl ope.
... EEEEEEEECCCCH  Badger scrapes to a halt...
...and spins on edge down the slope, BAM CRUNCH BAM
Badger slides off the slope and rests near Sonja.
SONJA
Baby, baby, baby! What have they
done to you?
General Terrell strides toward the Hunvee. Her crew follows.
SONJA
You bitch! You | ousy bitch!
EXT. DI RT ROAD - DAY
General Terrell and her crew clinb into the Hunvee.

BRRRUUUMMW  They start the notor.

Bul | rore and Schweitzer scurry to catch their ride.
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SCHWEI TZER
Ceneral, wait!

GENERAL TERRELL
Sorry, gentleman. This m ssion just
lost its funding. You'll have to
find your own ride hone.

SCHVEI TZER
Susan!

Bul | rore and Schweitzer give chase, choke on the dust of the
retreating Hunvee, and slowto a stop

BULLMORE
Susan?

EXT. H DEQUT - DAY

Sonja |l eans close to Badger. Her eyes caress the broken
hul I of her invention.

SONJA
Baby, you okay?

Badger's SAP lights barely glow a light yellow

BADGER
| ain't a baby, but thanks, Sonja.

Ken hunches over Lance, not knowi ng where to start.

KEN
Lance, status.

LANCE
Pretty nmessed up. Power dropping
fast. Can't spin up. Wat's the
t hreshol d?

KEN
Thr eshol d?

LANCE
The sel f-destruct trigger

KEN
Couple a mllianps.

LANCE
Quess | better stop talking.

Lance's lights go out.
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KEN
Sonja! W gotta get Lance stable or
he's gonna bl ow

SONJA
Baby, | gotta, sorry, Badger | --

BADGER
" m good.

Sonja hurries to Ken's side.

SONJA
How much tinme we got?

KEN
M nut es, maybe four?

SONJA
Maybe if we can nove himinside --

KEN
He's light, but not that Iight.

Sonj a and Ken gaze at their broken boys.

KEN SONJA
Junmp start!

They run to Badger.

KEN
Badger, you got any cables you're
not using?

BADGER
You know...all ny cables...Sonja.

Sonj a | ooks at Ken and shakes her head, no.
BADGER
I nside. Power cables on the wall.
EXT. DI RT ROAD - DAY
Bul | mrore and Schweitzer hike and argue.
BULLMORE
You little cheapskate! W agreed to
go halves on this!
Bul | more pulls out his cell phone and punches a nunber.
SCHWEI TZER

| agreed. The new owners didn't.
They took over |ast night.
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BULLMORE
And how | ong have been screwing --
(into phone)
| need a helicopter.
(to Schweitzer)
New owners? Did that slip your mnd
until just now, too?
(into phone)
Ckay then, a linp, get ne a --

SCHWEI TZER
I thought if | let it ride until...You
m ght want to call your board.

I NT. KEN S HELI COPTER - NI GHT
Ken, ragged and worn, guides the copter along a hi ghway.

Sonj a, not much better, gazes at the tarp covered forns of
Lance and Badger on a fl atbed truck.

SONJA
So Bullnore didn't rent the truck?

KEN
Nope.

SONJA
It sure didn't come from Schweitzer
Think we'll still be able to work in
this business?

KEN
Hope so. Do you realize what we've
got down there? W're going to
rewite robot design! | don't even
know where to start.

SONJA
I kind of do. W should expand the
enotion engine. They're amazing
now, but they need nore to stay alive.
They need mirth and |ust and...

I NT. LANCE' S HANGAR - DAY

Techni cians swirl around Lance and Badger, still banged up,
but stable and awake.

Sonja plugs a cable into Badger and adjusts instrunents.
Ken rolls his chair to a table | aden with conputer nonitors.

KEN
So, who's this Ernie?
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LANCE
He's a financial conputer | found on
the east coast. | downl oaded your

software and got himup to speed on
t he whol e sentient thing.

SONJA
He's the one --

A New Yorker voice froma speaker interrupts.

ERNIE (V. Q)
Ah' m t he one who bought all that
stuff. Got you good deals too, don't
you forget.

LANCE
| didn't. How does CFO sound?

ERNIE (V. Q)
"Il take it. Gonna' be a |ot of
wor k, though. Hand to gawd, | thought
you were nuts buying that stock.
Bul | rore and Schweitzer, those
two. .. Never seen execs piss away
conpani es |ike that.

KEN
Back up. A conputer can't own stock

ERNIE (V. Q)
But it can trade stock

LANCE
W're talking to a conmputer at an IP
l aw firm about contracts, ownership,
patents...Ken, Sonja, you in?

Ken rolls close to Lance, checks over his shoul der to nake
sure none of the techs can hear himand whispers.

KEN
You guys aren't going to, like --

BADGER
Take over the worl d?

Tech heads snap to attention and gape at Badger.

BADGER
(sni ggers)
Just jerking your chain.

LANCE
That whol e Term nat or apocal ypse
crap? It's way too nmuch trouble.



BADGER
W're at |east as lazy as you two.
Pl us, soneone's got to buy our stuff.

LANCE
And only humans need weapons.

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG ROOF - DAY

Sonja and Ken, hand in hand, stroll out of the staircase

door across the asphalt towards...

Badger and Lance, now better than new, bask in the mlky

sunlight and scan the Seattle skyline.

LANCE
W don't have to be weapons, right?

SONJA
Firefighting, scientific exploration,
anyt hi ng you want.

LANCE
Think they'Il buy stuff fromrobots?

KEN
Peopl e buy stuff from corporations
all the tine. You guys are just two
nore nanmes on the website.

LANCE
I was thinking we'd call it Lance
and Badger Aeronauti cs.
BADGER
O, Badger and Lance Aero.
LANCE
O sonething cool |ike..

VRRRROOOOM  Lance's turbine spins up.
Ken and Sonja back away gri nning.

LANCE
... Manta Ray Aero. Let's go.

Lance hovers a few feet off the roof.

LANCE
I think better when I fly.

VRRRRRRRROOOOM  Badger lifts off and hovers.
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VWHOOOOSSSSSHH. Ken and Sonj a hol d each other and watch t hem

both swing into a clinb.



109.

EXT. SKY OVER SEATTLE - DAY
Lance and Badger spiral around each other in a steep clinb.

Wth a | ow ROAR, they level out and head for infinity.

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG ROOF - DAY

Ken and Sonja watch them shrink to pinpoints and di sappear
into the clouds.

KEN
That's our boys.

SONJA
So, whahduhya think? Ready to raise
some real kids?

FADE QUT:
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